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PROSPECTUS... 
OF THE NEW JERUSALEM CHURCH REPOSITORY. 


ADDRESS. 


IN the present infant state of the New Jerusalem dispensation 
in America, it is believed, that a periodical magazine, appropri- 
ated to the dissemination of the doctrines revealed to the world, 
in these latter days, in the theological writings of Emanuel Swe- 
denborg, will be highly instrumental, in promoting the best inter- 
ests of the church. It has so been ordered by the wisdom of 
Providence, that, whilst no numerous society exists in any one 
section of the Union, there is scarcely a vicinity, in many of the 
states, in which the seeds of the Eternal Truth have not been 
sown. This dispersed and divide@ situation of the church has 
obviously been unfavourable to its increase. For want of a ge- 
neral system of co-operation, amongst its members, whereby their 
exertions could have been united, their faith and zeal strength- 
ened, and an acquaintance with each other promoted, the propa- 
gation of the doctrines has hitherto languished, in a degree much 
to be deplored. It was with a view of preparing the way for a 
more general communion amongst the spiritual members of the 
Lord’s body, as well as of increasing their numbers, by the cir- 
culation of the writings of the highly illuminated Swedenborg, 
that “ The American Society for the dissemination of the Doc- 
trines of the New Jerusalem Church,” was established. Part of 
the result of the labours of that association has been, an intro- 


duction to a number of worthy and respectable individuals, in 
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2 REPOSITORY. 


different states, with whose names they had not before been ac- 
quainted, and from whose exertions and correspondence much: 

benefit is to be expected. Actuated by a desire to render to the 
cause, which they have embraced, as extensive services as their 
qualifications and resources will allow, the same society proposes 
to publish, by subscription, a quarterly magazine, to be entitled, 
‘The New @erusalem Church Repository,’ and to be devoted 
chiefly to subjects connected with the church. As this work is 
intended solely for the use of the readers of the writings of Ema- 
nuel Swedenborg, and those who are favourable te their propaga- 
tion, it must be obvious, that no support can be solicited from the 
great bulk of the community. Reliance for patronage can only 
be placed upon ourselves ; and it is therefore confidently expect- 
ed, that no one who is favourable to the plan, and can conveni- 
ently afford the expense, will withhold his subscription. We do 
not, however, wish to be considered as denying thelbrivileze of 
subscribing to Christians of any denomination; but, on the con- 
trary, should be gratified at the opportunity of assisting, as we 
feel confident we can, the liberal and the unprejudiced of every 
persuasion, in their researches after truth. We desire it, how- 
ever, to be distinctiy understood, that the Repository will be ex 

clusively a New Church work, and that, therefore, those of othe: 
professions, who may have the disposition to peruse it, will have 
no ground for offence, at the unequivocal assertion of doctrines 
which may not be in accordance with their own. 


THE REPOSIBORY WILL CONTAIN: 


i. Extracts from the writings of Swedenborg. 

2. The creed of the New Church, as contrasted with the creeds 
of other churches. 

§. Theological and Biblical investigations, particularly as re- 
lates to the original languages. 

4. The Life of Swedenborg, and probably, in the course of the 
work, an engraved likeness. ; 

5. Information respecting the state and increase of the churc!: 
abroad, as well as at home. 

6. Extracts from the reports of societies, established for the 
propagation of the doctrines. | 

7. Notices relative to new publications, and new translations 
or editions of Swedenborg’s works. 
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8, Materials for a future History of the Church in America, as 
to the particulars of its introduction, rise, and progress. 

9. Spiritual explanations of passages in the Holy Scriptures. 

10. Catalogues of the books which may be imported or pub- 
lished here, wih their prices, &c. 

And generally every species of intelligence which may be de- 
sirable to those, who are zealous for the promotion of the doc- 
trines. 

The committee appointed to conduct the work, aware, that 
without the aid of their fellow-members of the church, the Repo- 
sitory will not appear with that interest which it is capable of 
deriving from the talents of some individuals of both sexes, with 
whom they are acquainted, respectfully solicit the correspond- 
ence of all, who, by the habitual employment of their pens, and 
a devotion to spiritual studies, are capable of instructing and 
of edifying others. 

To avoid the great expense of postage, the labour of multiplied 
accounts, and the inconveniences of receiving subscriptions from 
individuals at a distance, it is with due deference requested, that 
all those persons in a neighbourhood, who wish to subscribe, 
should do it through one of their number, particularly through 
the secretary of a society, where one has been formed. 


TERMS. 

1. The Repository will be published in numbers of at least 
fifty-six pages octavo, quarterly, viz. on the first of January, April, 
July, and October, of each year, commencing with the year 1817. 

2. The terms of subscription will be two dollars per annum, 
payable in advance. 

3. An allowance of one copy extra will be made to any indivi- 
dual or society which shall subscribe and pay for five copies. The 
profits of the work, if any, will go into the funds, and be appro- 
priated solely to the promotion of the doctrines. 


CORRESPONDENTS 
Wiil be pleased to transmit their lists of subscribers and com. 
municasions, as early as convenient, (post paid ) directed to 
“ The Editors of the New Church Repository, 
No. 181, South Fifth Street, 


Philadel phia.”’ 
Philadelphia, October 15, 1816, 
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The following are copies of a notice and two circulars, which 
were published by the Society, at the dates therein expressed. 





THE READERS 


Of the theological writings of EmanueL, Swepensore, in the 
United States, are informed, that an association has been esta- 
blished at Philadelphia, under the title of «« The American Soci- 
ety for disseminating the doctrines of the New Jerusalem 
Church.” As this society will correspond with others in Europe, 
instituted for similar purposes, and derive thence, periodical in- 
telligence of the progress of the Church in the East, it is desira- 
ble that as much information as is attainable, relative to the re- 
ception of the doctrines in the Western Hemisphere, should be 
communicated on our part. We, therefore, warmly solicit the 
individual members of the New Church, wherever they may be 
dispersed throughout the continent, to favour the society with such 
7 communications as are calculated to assist in the promotion of 
¥, its views. 
ait In thus making public the existence of an institution, which 
yh shall act as the common centre of information at home, and as 
the common organ of correspondence with societies abroad, we 
cannot omit to mention for the satisfaction of our distant bre- 
thren, that the last advices from Europe, represent the prospects 
of the Church as highly encouraging. In England, especially, 
has the number of recipients most rapidly increased. In Lanca- 
bat shire alone, they are estimated at nine thousand, and in each of 
the cities of London and Manchester, there are three temples for 
worship, in which the sole and exclusive divinity of the Lord 
Jésus Christ, is preached, as a fundamental doctrine of christian 
faith. In Sweden, and in Germany too, the doctrines are favour- 
ably received, and there is every reason for believing, that the | 
general peace of the world, will have a powerful influence in their e 
more extensive dissemination. | ' 
As to the extent of the Church in America, the information of 
the society is limited. It is known, that there is in Baltimore 
an established church and pastor : that a house of worship is con- 
templated to be built in Philadelphia, at an early period: that 
there is a considerable society in New York, and that there are 
numerous indjviduals in the Atlantic and Western states, and in 
the interior of Pennsylvania. The Church is evidently spread- 
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ing in America, and we trust that we shall soon be enabled to 
collect such intelligence of its extent, as will equal our most san- 
guine calculations. 

The society will take pleasure in answering any inquiries up- 
en the subject of books, and will render assistance in the import- 
ation of such as are not to be procured in the United States. 

By order of the society, 
CONDY RAGUET, 


Corresponding Secretary. 


Philadelphia, January 1, 1816. 


(cIRCULAR.) 


Philadelphia, January 5th, 1816. 
Dear Sir, 


The foregoing is a copy of a notice published in the eight ga- 
zettes of this city. Presuming that you are equally anxious with 
ourselves, to promote the design which we have in view, we have 
taken the liberty of requesting that you will give as much publi- 
city to it as lies within your power, by causing it to be published 
in some, or all of the newspapers in your town or neighbourhood, 
and by circulating it in any other mode which you may deem ad- 
visable. 

We should esteem it as a particular favour, if you would com- 
municate to us, at an early period, a list of the names of the mem- 
bers of the New Church, in your vicinity, thereby commencing a 
correspondence, which may be highly serviceable to the cause in 
which we are engaged. 

By order of the society, 
CONDY RAGUET, 
Corresponding Secretary. 


_—— 


(cIRCULAR.) 


Philadelphia, March 1, 1816.. 
Dear Sir, 


Annexed is an advertisement issued by “ The American soci- 
ety for disseminating the doctrines of the New Jerusalem Church,”’ 
on the first of January last, accompanied by a circular letter, 
which has been transmitted therewith to some individuals of all 


the societies in the United States, of which we had any know- 
ledge. 
ae = 
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It is the desire of the society to possess itself of all the infor- 
mation practicable in relation to the progress of the New Church 
in the United States, and as this should be effected by the least 
expense of postage, and the least labour of correspondence, which 
are compatible with the attainment of the object in view, it is re- 
spectfully suggested— 

That the members of the chusch who reside in any particular 
town, county or neighbourhoed, should form themselves into a so- 
ciety, and appoint a corresponding secretary from among their 
number, upon whom shall devolve the correspondence of such 
association. 

The advantage of such an arrangement must be evident to all 
who are aware of the multiplied duties which would otherwise be 
attached to the corresponding secretary of the general society. 

If this proposition be adopted, the first measure which we 
would recommend would be the transmission to the society at 
Philadelphia, of a list of the names of the members of the New 
Church, containing a statement of their residence, age, place of 
birth, doctrines when received, and of the church to which they 
were formerly attached. 

The society at Philadelphia purposes to publish periodical re- 
ports of its proceedings, and of the state of the church through- 
out the world, as far as it can be collected, and to transmit to the 
secretary of each society a copy thereof, for the information of 
its members.—Such a document must be highly desirable to all 
who have sincerely at heart the true interests of the Lord’s New 
Church, and we trust that its beneficial tendency will induce our 
fellow members at a distance, to favour us with an early com- 
munication. 

The society has written to London for a supply of the works 
of Baron Swedenborg, and of subsequent writers, a catalogue of 
which, with the prices, when théy arrive, will be transmitted to 
each society. . 

As the general society is desirous of seeing amongst its mem- 
bers all their fellow christians who have embraced the doctrines 
of the new dispensation, they take this occasion to inform them, 
that a’ subscription of three dollars per annum, will entitle to 
membership. Should it be desirable for our distant friends, to 
assist by their contributions, the dissemination of the important 
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truths of the New Church, they are invited to transmit their 
names through the secretary of their society. 
The officers of the society for the present year, are— 


JONATHAN W. CONDY, President. 
WILLIAM SCHLATTER, Vice-President. 
DANIEL THUNN, Treasurer. 

WILLIAM KNEASS, Recording Secretary. 


CONDY RAGUET, 
Corresponding Secretary. 


CHIEF ARTICLES OF FAITH OF THE NEW CHURCH. 


The heavenly Doctrines of the New Jerusalem teach,— 

(1.) That Jehovah God, the Creator and Preserver of heaven 
and earth, is essential love and essential wisdom, or essential 
vood and essential truth : that he is One both in essence and in 
person, in whom nevertheless is a Divine Trinity, consisting of 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, like soul, body, and operation in 
man: and that the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ is that Ged. 

(2.) That Jehovah God descended as Divine Truth, which is 
the Word, (nevertheless he did not separate therefrom the Divine 
Good) and took upon him human nature, for the purpose of sub- 
duing and removing the powers of darkness, of restoring the spi- 
ritual world to order, of preparing the way for a New Church up- 
on earth, and thereby of accomplishing the great work of redemp- 
tion: that through the process of sufferings and temptations he 
also glorified his Humanity, by uniting it with his essential Divi- 
nity : and that all who believe in him with the heart, with the un- 
derstanding, and in the life, will be saved. | 

(S.) That the Word of the Lord, or Sacred Scripture, was 
written by divine inspiration : that it contains three distinct sen- 
ses, celestial, spiritual, and natural, which are united by corres- 
pondencies ; and that in each sense it is divine truth, accommo- 
dated respectively to the angels of the three heavens, and also to 
men on earth. Now since the Lord and his word are one, and 
since thereby man is conjoined to heaven, it is highly necessary, 
that the genuine books of the Word he distinguished fram all other 
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writings whatever. ‘The following, therefore, are acknowledged 
as constituting the perfect and complete Canon of Holy Scrip- 
ture: in the Old Testament, the five books of Moses, called Gene- 
sis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, Deuteronomy ; the book of Jo- 
shua, the book of Judges, the two books of Samuel, the two books 
of Kings, the Psalms of David; the Prophets, Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Lamentations, Ezekiel, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jo- 
nah, Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, 
Malachi: and in the New Testament, the four Evangelists, Mat- 
thew, Mark, Luke, John; and the Apocalypse. 

(4.) That all evils, whether of affection, of thought, or of life; 
ought to be shunned as sins against God, because they proceed 
from the devil, that is, from hell, and destroy in man the capaci- 
ty of enjoying the happiness of heaven. But that, on the other 
hand, good affections, good thoughts, and good actions, ought to 
be cherished and performed, because they are of God, and from 
God : and that every act of love and charity, of justice and equi- 
ty, both towards society in general, and towards individuals in 
particular, ought to be done by man as of himself; nevertheless 
under the acknowledgment and belief, that they are really and 
truly from the Lord, operating in him and by him. 

(5.) That immediately on the death of the material body (which 
will never be re-assumed) man rises again as to his spiritual. or 
substantial body, wherein he exists in a perfect human form, 
with every faculty both of mind and body which he before enjoy- 
ed: thus that death is no other than an entrance int@ the spiri- 
tual world, and a continuation of life, which will be’ happy or 
miserable to eternity, according to the ruling love acquired in 
this present world, and it’s conformity or non-conformity to the 
divine truths of the Holy Word: for every man in particular is 
judged after death either to heaven or to hell, according to the 
deeds done in the body, that is, according to his past life, whether 
it has been good or evil. 

(6.) But that, with respect to children, dying before they come 
to the use of reason, and the exercise of judgment, all such, whe- 
ther baptized or unbaptized, whether within the christian church 
or without it, and whether they be the offspring of godly or of un- 
zodly parents, are received into heaven by the Lord, and after in- 
struction, or improvement in understanding and wisdom, partici- 
pate in all the happiness and perfection of angels. 
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(7.) That adequate means of salvation are, by the divine mercy 
and providence ofthe Lord, extended to all of the humaa race 
without exception; and consequently that men of every persua- 
sion or denomination upon the face of the earth, whether they be 
Christians, Jews, Mahometans, or Pagans, may be saved, if they 
live in mutual love and charity from religious motives, according 
to the best of their knowledge and understanding. But that ne- 
vertheless the new and true christian religion, inasmuch as it is 
more immediately derived from our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, 
who is the One Only God of heaven and earth, is of all religions the 
most capable of effecting close and intimate conjunction with him; 
and on that account is to be esteemed more excellent, more hea- 
venly, and more divine, than any other. 

(8.) That every event or occurrence in human life, whether of 
prosperity or of adversity, is under the immediate superintend- 
ance and direction of the Divine Providence ; and that nothing 
does or can befal man, either in his collective or his individual 
capacity, but what even in the most minute, as well as in the 
more important circumstances attending it, is made to contribute, 
in a way known only to Infinite Wisdom, to his final benefit and 
advantage. 

(9.) That true conjugial love, which can only exist between One 
Husband and One Wife, is a primary characteristic of the New 
Church, being founded in the marriage or conjunction of good and 
truth, and corresponding with the marriage of the Lord and his 
church ; and therefore it is more celestial, spiritual, holy, pure, 
and clean, than any other love in angels or men. 

(10.) That man is not life in himself, but only a recipient of 
life from the Lord, who alone is life in himself; which life is com- 
municated by influx to all in the spiritual world, whether in hea- 
ven, or in hell, or in the intermediate state, called the world of spi- 
rits, and to all in the natural world; but is received differently 
by each, according to the quality of the recipient subject. 

(11.) That the last judgment, so frequently spoken of in the 
Gospels, and in the Apocalypse, being a separation of the evil 
trom the good in the spiritual world, where theretofore they had 
been collected and mixed in society together, from the time of the 

Lord’s first advent into the world till the time of his second ad- 
vent, was actually accomplished in the year 1757 ; when the for- 
mer heaven, and the former earth, or the Old Church, passed away 
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according to the scriptures, and the foundation of a New Church 
was laid, wherein all things are become new. 

(12.) That therefore, as an act of divine mercy towards the 
human race, who would otherwise have perished in eternal death. 
the second advent of the Lord has already taken place, and still 
continues in the present day ; being a coming, not in person, but 
in the power and glory of the spiritual sense of his holy Word. 
which is himself: and thus that the holy city, New Jerusalem, is 
now descending from God out of heaven, prepared as abride adorn- 
ed for her Husband. 


Letter from Emanuel Swedenborg to the King of Sweden, writ- 
ten about the year 1769. 
6 SIRE, 

“JT find myself necessitated at this period to have recourse to 
your majesty’s protection, having met with usage of such a na- 
ture, as no other person has experienced since the establishment 
of Christianity in Sweden, and much less since there has been 
liberty of conscience. The following is an abridgment of the par- 
ticulars that are the occasion of my requesting your majesty’s in- 
terference. 

« On my arrival in Sweden from foreign parts, I was informed 
that bishop Filenius had suppressed and seized the copies of my 
treatise De Amore Conjugiali, that I had printed in Holland, and 
which were sent to Norkjoping. Having inquired of some 
bishops, whether bishop F. had acted in this manner from his own 
authority, or that of the clerical body, they replied, that they 
had heard of the affair, but that none of them had been consulted 
about it, or had given his consent thereunto; and that there was 
not one word set down in the journal of the ecclesiastical court 
concerning it. Some ecclesiastics at Gottenburg being embolden- 
ed by this inconsiderate and violent conduct of the bishop, be- 
gan to speak and declaim loudly against my writings, and so far 
succeeded as to have an assembly appointed for their examina- 
tion, consisting of some bishops and professors in divinity. This 
assembly continued sitting for the space of some months, and at 
length made a favourable report, which stopped the mouths of 
these accusers at once ; their attempts were then thought to cease. 
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and the affair to have an end. To prevent all thought of its be- 
ing rekindled, it was concluded, that a petition should be present- 
ed to your majesty, to issue orders to the chancellor of justice, 
to give an information of the authors who had raised the disturb- 
ance at Gottenburg. The bishop and deacon of that place, who 
were the principal movers in this affair, seeing the little success 
of their project to engage the body of the clergy, to light up the 
fire for which they had made ready the materials, had recourse to 
calumnies and injuiies, and filled twenty printed leaves with in- 
vectives, which they circulated among the public. I was farther 
informed, that your majesty, hearing of this dispute, took it un- 
der your own consideration, decided it in the senate, and order- 
ed the chancellor to forward letters relative thereto to the consis- 
tory at-Gottenburg. 

‘¢T had no notice sent me of all these proceedings ; my person, 
writings, and sentiments on the worship of my Lord our Saviour, 
were attacked and persecuted, and I have neither been called to 
make my defence, nor been heard respecting it: but truth itself 
has answered for me. The accounts that were published at Got- 
tenburg upon this matter, did not touch the substance of the cause, 
and were filled with invectives and gross injuries. ‘The first ac- 
count I had of these papers was from a general commissary of 
war, at Elsineur,* and a friend at Stockholm, who lent them to 
me for a day; and I found therein two letters of bishop F. where- 
in it is said that he should meddle no more in it. [ am desirous 
to convince the world, that all these proceedings, from their be- 
ginning to their end, have been carried on without my ever hay- 
ing been heard. A rumor has nevertheless spread throughout 
Stockholm, that the chancellor of justice has declared in writing 
to the consistory at Gottenburg, that my writings are prohibited 
from being brought into that place, under the penalty of fifty dol- 
lars; and that my revelations have been declared false, and not 
truth. I have already informed your majesty and beseech you to 
recall it to mind, that the Lord our Saviour manifested himself to 
me in a sensible personal appearance; that he has commanded 
me to write what has been already done, and what I have still 
to do: that he was afterwards graciously pleased to endow me 
with the privilege of conversing with angels and spirits, and to be 
in fellowship with them. I have already declared this more than 


* General Tuxen, a nobleman of very distinguished merit and erudition. 
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once to your majesty, in the presence of the royal family, when 
they were graciously pleased: to invite me to their table, with five 
senators, and several other persons; this was the only subject 
discoursed of during the repast. Of this I also spoke afterwards 
to several other senators; and more openly to their excellencies 
count de Tessin, count Bonde, and count Hopken, who are still 
alive, and were satisfied with the truth of it. I have declared the 
same in England, Holland, Germany, Denmark, Spain, and at 
Paris, to kings, princes, and other particular persons, as well as 
to those in this kingdom. If the common report is believed, the 
chancellor has declared, that what I have been reciting are 
untruths, although the very truth. To say that they cannot be- 
lieve and give credit to such things, therein will I excuse them, 
for it is not in my power to place others in the same state that 
God has placed me; so as to be able to convince them by their 
own eyes and ears of the truth of those deeds and things I have 
made publicly known. I have no ability to capacitate therm to 
converse with angels and spirits, neither to work miracles to dis- 
pose or force their understandings to comprehend what I say. 
When my writings are read with attention and cool reflection, 
(in which many things are to be met with as hitherto unknown) 
it is easy enough to conclude, that I could not come by such 
knowledge, but by a real vision, and converse with those who 
are in the spiritual world. As a farther proof, I beseech* their 
excellencies to peruse what is contained in my treatise on Con- 
jugial Love, page $14 to 316. This book is in the hands of count 
D’Ekeblad, and count de Bjelke. If any doubt shall still re- 
main, I am ready to testify with the most solemn oath that can 
be offered in this matter, that I have said nothing but essential 
and real truth, without any mixture of deception. This know- 
ledge is given to me from ou~ Saviour, not for any particular me- 
rit of mine, but for the great concern of all Christians’ salvation 
and happiness ; and as such, how can any venture to assert it is 
false P That these things may appear such as many have had no 
conception of, and of consequence, that they cannot from thence 
credit, has nothing remarkable in it, for scarce any thing is 
known respecting them. 


* At that time the king only presided in the senate, to which body at 
jarge he therefore addressed this letter. 
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‘¢ If it is true that the chancellor has written to the consistory 
at Gottenburg, in the terms which I have related from the public 
rumour, it will give occasion to conclude that my writings con- 
tain errors, and that what I have declared to be revealed to me, 
are falsities, which can in no wise be proved, unless construed to 
a sense I never intended. In such a case, according to the laws 
on that head, I might be arrested and shut up in prison, and ali 
this without being heard in my own defence. This is the motive 
of my having recourse to your majesty for protection ; for since 
the establishment of Christianity and liberty in our country, itis 
a thing altogether unheard of, that any person has been proceed- 
ed against in the manner they have against me. 

‘¢On this interesting affair, which concerns not only my writ- 
ings, but also my person and reputation, I humbly request your 
majesty, that the reverend clergy may deliver their opinion to 
yourself on that matter, likewise the minutes of the council that 
examined the writings, and the letter said to be forwarded by the 
chancellor of justice to the consistory at Gottenburg, to the in- 
tent, that I may be informed thereof, and, as well as others of 
your majesty’s subjects, be enabled to make a suitable reply, and 
heard in my own defence, possessing the like right and privileges 
Lo require it. 

-* As to what relates to the Doctors Beyer and Rosen of Gotten- 
burg, | advised them to nothing, but to address.themselves to 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, as a means of attaining to 
Heavenly good and blessedness, for he only has power in heaven 
and earth, as declared in Matthew xxviii. 18. As far as I have 
been able to learn, they have said no more. This is conformable 
to the Augsburg confession, the Formula Concordiw, and the 
whole of Sacred Writ. Yet these gentlemen have become no less 
objects of the most cruel persecutions than myself, arising from 
the enmity of the bishop and dean of that town. I can say the 
same ef my writings, which I regard as another self; and that all 
tnat this dean has laid to mv charge, is mere scandal and lies, I 
have farther to intreat, that the two letters adjoined to this, 
wbich ET wrote to Dr. Beyer concerning this busimegs, may be 
read, 


“« EMANUEL SWEDENBORG.” 
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SWEDENBORG’S WORKS. 


In order that our friends may have as complete a list of the 
writings of Emanuel Swedenborg, as we have been able to pro- 
cure, we present to them the following catalogue, containing the 
chronological order in which they were written, or in which the 
first editions were published. All his theological works, original- 
ly written in Latin, have been translated into English. ‘Those 
marked thus * are posthumous. 


MISCELLANEOUS WORKS. 


1. Annzi Senece et Pub. Syri Mimi forsan, et aliorum selecte 
Sententiz, cum Annotationibus Erasmi, et Greeca Versione Sca- 
ligiri, Notis illustrate, Upsale. 1709. This academical disser- 
tation was the first work of our learned author; it was written 
when he was about twenty years of age. 

2. Ludus Heliconius sive Carmina Miscellanea que variis in 
locis cecinit Eman. Swedenborg, Skare, 1710. A collection of 
Latin verses, which are pleasing proofs of the talents our author 
possessed in his early years. 

S$. Deedalus Hyperboreus, Stokolmie, 1716, 1717, 1718, in 4to. 
in 6parts. Consisting of essays and remarks on some branches 
of Mathematics and Philosophy. These tracts were published in 
the Swedish language: the fifth has been translated and published 
in Latin. 

4. An introduction to Algebra, under the title of the Art of the 
Rules, published in Swedish in the year 1717. ‘ 

§. An attempt towards fixing the value of (Swedish) money, 
and finding a Standard for Measures, in such a manner as to sup- 
press Fractions, and thus facilitate Calculations. 1719. 

6. On the Position and Motion of the Earth and the other Pla- 
nets. 1719. 

7. Ofthe Height of the Tides, with proofs drawn from facts in 
Sweden, to show that the Flux and Reflux of the Sea was greater 
formerly than it isatpresent. 1719. We believe that the three 
last mentioned works were published in the Swedish language. 

8. Prodromus Principiorum Naturalium, &c. An Essay on 
the Principles of Natural Things, or tlhe way to Explain Experi 
mental Philosophy by Geometry and Chymistry. 
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9. Nova Observata, &c. or, New Observations and Discoveries 
on Fire and on Iron, but «ore particularly on the Nature of Ele- 
mentary Fire, together with a new form for constructing of Chim- 
nies. 

10. Methodus nova inveniendi, &c. or, A new method of dis- 
covering the Longitude, whether at Sea or on Land, by the 
Moon. 

11. Modus Construendi, &c. or, The manner of constructing 
Docks for receiving Ships. 

12. Nova Constructio Aggeris Aquatici, or, A new construction 
of Locks for raising Vessels. 

13. Modus explorandi Virtutes Navigiorum, or, A mode of dis- 
covering the powers and qualities of shipping. The six last men- 
tioned tracts were printed at Amsterdam in 1721, and re-printed 
in 1727. ‘ 

14. Miscellanea Observata, &c. or, A collection of observa- 
tions on different objects of Natural History, particularly on Mi- 
nerals, on Fire, and the strata of Mountains. In three parts, 
which were printed at Leipsic; and a fourth, which was printed 
at Hamburg, 1722. 

15. Opera Philosophica et Mineralia. This work was printed, 
under his own inspection, part at Leipsic, part at Dresden, in S 
vols. folio, in the year 1734. . The first volume is entitled, The 
Principles of Natural Things, or New Essays on the Phenomena 
of the Elementary World, explained philosophically. The second, 
The Subterranean World, or a Treatise on Iron, and the various 
methods employed in different parts of Europe for the liquefaction of 
iren, and converting of iron into steel : of Iron Ore, and the exami- 
nation of it; and also of several experiments and chymical pre- 
parations made with iron and its vitriol. The third, The Subterra- 
nean World, treating of Copper and Brass, and of the various 
methods which are adopted in different parts of Europe for the 
Liquefaction of Copper, the method of separating it from silver, 
converting it into brass, and other metals; of Lapis Calaminaris ; 
of Zinc ; of Copper Ore, and the examination of it; and lastly, 
of several chymical preparations and experiments made with cop- 
per. Each volume is subdivided into three sections. There is 
nota more curious work extant than the foregoing in Metallurgy ; 
it is executed with care, and the principles of the author, as well 
as the various operations of the mines, are illustrated by 155 
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copper plates. In the first volume he considers the great edifice 
of the universe, and explains its various phenemena with won- 
derful sagacity : he has in particular treated at large of the varia- 
tion of the magnetic needle. ‘The second part of this work, 
which treats of iron, has been translated into French, and insert- 
ed in the Description of Arts and Manufactures. 

16. Prodromus Philosophie, &c. or, A course of Philoso- 
phical Inquiries oh Infinity, on the Final Cause of the Creation, 
and on the Mechanism of the Operation of the Soul and Body. 
Dresden, in 8vo. 1733. 

17. C&conomia Regni Animalis, or, The Giconomy of the Ani- 
mal Kingdom in two parts. The first treats of the Blood, the Ar- 
teries, the Veins, and the Heart; with an introduction to a ra- 
tional Psychology. The second, of the Motion of the Brain, of 
the Cortical Substance, and of the Human Soul. Amsterdam, 
1740 and 1741, in 4to. 

18. Regnum Animale, or, The Animal Kingdom, in three parts. 
The first treats of the Viscera of the Abdomen, or the Organs of 
the lower Region. The second, of the Viscera of the Breast, or of 
the Organs of the superior region. The Third, of the Skin, the 
Touch, and the Taste, and of organical forms in general. Part 
printed at the Hague, and part at London, 4744, 1745, in 4to. 

19. De Cultu et Amore Dei, or, Of the Worship and Love 
of God. The first part treats of the Origin of the Earth, of Para- 
dise, of the Birth, Infancy, and Love of the First Man, or Adam. 
London, 1744, in 4to. The second part treats of the Marriage 
of the First Man, of the Soul, of the Intellectual Spirit, of the 
State of Integrity, and of the Image of God. London, 1745) in 
4to. 

(*) 20. Fragmenta pretiosa, &c. or, Valuable Fragments on 
the Economy of the Animal Kingdom, with an excellent Tract 
on the Process of Generation. 

4") 21. Fragmenta nonnulla de Cultu et Amore Dei, or, Some 
Fragments on the Worship and Love of God. 

(*) 22. Fragmenta quedam in Opere Minerali, or, Fragments 
on Minerals. 

(*) 23. Viarium Swedenborgii, or, Swedenborg’s Diary of his 
Travels. 

(*) 24. Collectio Somniorum Autoris, or, A Collection of the 
Author’s Dreams from the year 1736 to 1755. 
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THEOLOGICAL WORKS. 


1. Arcana Celestia, or Heavenly Mysteries contained in the 
Sacred Scriptures or word of the Lord, manifested and laid open, 
in an explanation of the books of Genesis and Exodus, inter- 
spersed with relations of wonderful things seen in the World of 
Spirits, and the Heaven of Angels. London, from 1747 to 1758, 
in 8 vols. 4to. 

‘¢ In this work the reader is taught to regard the letter of the 
Sacred Scriptures as the repository of holy and divine things 
within; as a cabinet containing the infinite treasures and bright 
gems of spiritual and celestial wisdom; as a throne, whereupon 
the Great Jehovah sitteth ; and therefore must needs feel himself 
impressed with a wonderful reverence towards this holy book, 
grounded not in a mere blind assent to its sanctity, as resulting 
from education only, but in a real inward perception thereof, as 
the effect of a genuine conviction wrought in the understanding. 
In this case all the apparent inconsistencies and contradictions 
of the letter vanish, and no longer give offence, being all found 
reconcilable in the real spiritual and celestial senses which they 
contain. What before seemed nugatory and trifling, when view- 
ed only in its outward form and figure, now acquireth a divine 
weight and consequence, by being viewed as to its internal form 
and spirit; and thus all the parts of the letter are justified as 
worthy of God to dictate, and as, in some respect, more or less 
remote, conducive to the spiritual use and benefit of man.” 

2. De Celo et Inferno, or, A Treatise concerning Heaven and 
Hell, and of the wonderful things therein heard and seen. Lon- 
don, 1758, 4to. 

3. De Nova Hierosolyma, or, Of the New Jerusalem and its 
Heavenly Doctrine. London, 1758, in 4to. 

4. De Ultimo Judicio et Babylonia Destructa, or, Of the Last 
Judgment, and of the Destruction of Babylon. London, 1758, 
4to. 

5. De Equo Albo, or, Of the White Horse which is spoken of 
in the Revelations. London, 1758, 4to. 

6. De Telluribus in Universo, or, Of the Planets in our Solar 
System, and the Earths in the Starry Heavens, and of their In- 
habitants. London, 1758, 4to. 


7. Doctrina Nove Hierosolyme de Domino, or, The Doctrine 
VOL. f. Cc 
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of the New Jerusalem concerning the Lord. Amsterdam, 1763, 
4to. This treatise points out to all the different appellations of 
Christians a perfectly comprehensive view of the object of their 
faith, as well as the true nature of Christian Redemption. 

8. Doctrina Novee Hierosolyme, &c. or, The Doctrine of the 
New Jerusalem concerning the Holy Scripture, or, Word of the 
Lord. Amsterdam, 1763, 4to. 

9. Doctrina Vite pro Nova Hierosolyma, or, The Doctrine of 
Life for the New Jerusalem. Amsterdam, 1763, 4to. 

10. Continuatio de Ultimo Judicio, &c. or, A continuation of 
The Last Judgment, and of the Spiritual World. Amsterdam, 
1763, 4to. 

11. Sapientia Angelica de Divino Amore et Divina Sapientia, 
or, Angelic Wisdom concerning Divine Love and Divine Wis- 
dom. Amsterdam, 1765, 4to. 

12. Sapientia Angelica de Divina Providentia, or, Angelic 
Wisdom concerning Divine Providence. Amsterdam, 1764, 4to. 

1S. Apocalypsis Revelata, or, The Apocalypse Revealed. Am- 
sterdam, 1764, 4to. 

14. Delitize Sapientize de Amore Conjugiali, or, The Delights 
of Wisdom concerning Conjugial Love, after which follow the 
Pleasures of Insanity concerning Scortatory Love. Amsterdam, 
1768, 4to. 

15. Summaria Expositio, &c. or, A Summary Exposition of the 
Doctrines of the New Church. Amsterdam, 1769, 4to. 

16. De Commercio Anime et Corporis, or, a Theosophic Trea- 
tise on the Nature of Influx, as it respects the Communication 
and Operation of Soul and Body. 

17. Vera Christiana, &c. or, True Christian Religion, contain- 
ing the Universal Theology of the New Church, which was fore- 
told by the Lord, in Daniel, chap. vii. 15, 14. And in the Apoca- 
lypse, chap. xxi. 1,2. Amsterdam, 1771, 4to. 

(*) 18. Coronis seu Appendix ad Veram Christianam Religio- 
nem, or, An Appendix to the Work entitled, True Christian Re- 
ligion, or the Universal Theology of the New Church. 

(*) 19. Clavis Hieroglyphica Arcanorum Naturalium et Spiritu- 
alium, &c. or, An Hieroglyphic Key to Natural and Spiritual Mys- 
teries, by way of Representations and Correspondencies. This 
is a small fragment, but conveys much useful information. 

(*) 20. Summaria Expositio SensusI{nterni Librorum Prophetico 
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rum Verbi Veteris Testamenti, necnon et Psalmorum Davidis ; 
or, A Summary Exposition of the Internal Sense of the Propheti- 
cal Books in the Old Testament, and of the Psalms of David. 
With a double index. 

(*) 21. Index generale rerum, &c. or, An Alphabetical Index of 
the various Subjects and Names that are contained in the Word 
of the Lord. 

(*) 22. Index rerum in Arcanis Ceelestibus, or, An Index to the 
Arcana Ceelestia. 

(*) 23. Index rerum in libro Concordia Pia nuncupato, or, An 
Index to a work entitled Concordia Pia, with some other pieces. 

(*) 24. Index rerum in Apocalypsi Revelata, or, An Index to 
the Apocalypse Revealed. 

(*) 25. Collectio Memorabilium, &c. or, A large collection of 
memorable relations, with an Index, in three volumes folio. In 
this work are several curious particulars concerning Queen Eliza- 
beth of England, and Queen Christiana of Sweden, Peter the 
Great, Pope Sextus V., Charles XII., Louis XIV., and others. 

(*) 26. Explicatio Librorum Historicorum, &c. or, An Expla- 
nation of the Historical Books of the Word, and also of the Pro- 
phets Isaiah and Jeremiah. 

(*) 27. Apocalypsis Explicata, &c. or, An Explanation of the 
Book of Revelations, in 4 vols. 4to. In this truly divine and ex- 
traordinary work, the spiritual and hidden sense of the Revela- 
tions is fully explained, and a great variety of the most difficult 
passages of the Old and New Testament clearly elucidated, in a 
manner at once demonstrative of the truth of revelation at large, 
and of the author’s divine credentials by internal evidence. In 
the latter part of this wonderful explanation are discussed sepa- 
rately, though with a view to illustrate the great points contain- 
ed in the body of the work, many interesting and important ques- 
tions, calculated to develope and vindicate the mysterious ways 
of providence, and reconcile Christianity with true philosophy. 

(*) 28. Index particularis Sententiarum, &c. or, A particular 
Index of the Passages of Scripture contained in the Apocalypsis 

Explicata. 

(*) 29. Supplementum in Coronide, &c. or, A supplement to 
the Appendix of the True Christian Religion. 

(*) 50. Varia de Ultimo Judicio, or, Further Particulars re- 
specting the Last Judgment and Spiritual World. 
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(*) 51. Tractatus de Charitate, or, A Treatise on Charity. 

(*) 52. Canones preecipui Novee Ecclesiee, or, The principal 
Canons of the New Church. 

(*) 33. Varia Observata de Domino, &c. or, Various Observa- 
tions concerning the Lord, on the Athanasian Creed, on the 
Word, on Divine Love and Divine Wisdom, and on Marriage. 

(*) 54. Quinque Memorabilia maximi momenti, or, Five me- 
morable Relations of the greatest importance. 

Ocp There are also some other printed pieces and manuscripts of our ay- 


thor, of which we can at present give no account, not being able t> pro- 
cure them, or to obtain an accurate accountof their titles, &c. 


——eatt oo - O 


CEREMONY 


Of laying the corner-stone of the First New Jerusalem Temple 
built at Philadelphia, situate at the south-east corner of Twelfth 
and George streets, on Thursday morning, the sixth day of 
June, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
sixteen, and of the second advent the sixtieth. 


AT eight o’clock in the morning, a number of the members of 
ihe church having been assembled, proceeded to the place ap- 
pointed for the edifice, when having deposited on the spot, te be 
covered by the stone, at the south-east corner of the building, 
a glass bottle, containing a paper, on which was written the date 
of the laying of the stone, with the names of the members present, 
the following service was performed by Maskell M. Carll, offici- 
ating, at this period, as the lay reader of the society. 


LET US PRAY. 

‘¢ Our Father, who art in the heavens ; sanctified be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so also 
upon earth. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our debts, as we also forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil: for thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, for ages. Amen.” (Matt. vi. 9 to 13.) 
«O Jehovah, remember David, and all his afflictions : how he 
sware unto Jehovah, and vowed unto the Mighty One of Jacob: 
surely I will not come into the tabernacle of my house, nor go up 
into my bed: I will not give sleep to mine eyes, or slumber to 
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mine eye-lids, until I find out a place for Jehovah, an habitation 
for the Mighty One of Jacob. Lo, we heard of it at Ephratah : we 
found it in the fields of the wood. We will go into his taberna- 
cles: we will worship at his footstool. Arise, O Jehovah, into 
thy rest ; thou, and the ark of thy strength. Let thy priests be 
clothed with righteousness: and let thy saints shout for joy.— 
For Jehovah hath chosen Zion: he hath desired it for ints habita- 
tion. This is my rest for ever : here will I dwell, for I have de- 
sired it.”? (Ps. cxxxii. 1 to 9, 13, 14.) 

«© Thus speaketh Jehovah of Hosts, saying, This people say, 
The time is not come, the time that the house of Jehovah should 
be built.—Consider your ways: Go up to the mountain, and 
bring wood, and build the house ; and I will take pleasure in it, 
and I will be glorified, saith Jehovah.”? (Hag. i. 2, 7, 8.) 

“Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, saith Jehovah, and be 
strong, O Joshua, son of Josedech the high priest, and be strong, 
all ye people of the land, saith Jehovah, and work : for I am with 
you, saith Jehovah of Hosts. For thus saith Jehovah of Hosts, 
Yet once, it is a little while, and I will shake the heavens, and 
the earth, and the sea, and the dry land: and I will shake all 
nations, and the Desire of all nations shall come, and I will fil! 
this house with glory, saith Jehovah of Hosts. The silver is mine, 
and the gold is mine, saith Jehovah of Hosts. The glory of this 
fatter house shall be greater than of the former, saith Jehovah of 
Hosts: and in this place will I give peace, saith Jehovah of 
Hosts.—-And now, I pray you, consider from this day and up- 
ward, from before a stone was laid upon a stone in the temple of 
Jehovah. Consider: is the seed yet in the barn? yea, as yet the 
vine, and the fig-tree, and the pomegranate, and the olive-tree, 
hath not brought forth: from this day will I bless you.” (Hag. 
il. 4, 6 to 9, 15, 18, 19.) 

“Therefore thus saith Jehovah, I am returned to Jerusalem 
with mercies: my house shall be built in it, saith Jehovah of 
Wosts, and a line shall be stretched forth upon Jerusalem.” 
(Zech. i. 16.) 

‘Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion: for lo, I come, and ¥ 
will dwell in the midst of thee, saith Jehovah. And many nations 
shall be joined to Jehovah in that day, and shall be my people : 
and I will dwell in the midst of thee, and thou shalt know that 
Jchovah of Hosts hath sent me unto thee.” (Zech. ii. 10, 11.) 
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‘And the angel of Jehovah protested unto Joshua, saying, 
Thus saith Jehovah of Hosts, If thou wilt walk in my ways, and 
if thou wilt keep my charge, then thou shalt also judge my house, 
and shalt also keep my courts, and I will give thee places to walk 
among these that stand by. Hear now, O Joshua the high priest, 
thou and thy fellows that sit before thee : for they are men won- 
dered at: tor behold, I will bring forth my servant the Branou. 
For behold, the stone that I have laid before Joshua: upon one 
stone shall be seven eyes; behold, I will engrave the graving 
thereof, saith Jehovah of Hosts, and I will remove the iniquity of 
that land in one day. In that day, saith Jehovah of Hosts, shall 
ye call every man his neighbour under the vine, and under the 
fig-tree.” (Zech. iii. 6 to 10.) 

“ Therefore thus saith the Lord Jehovih, Behold, I lay in 
Zion, for a foundation, a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner- 
stone, a sure foundation: he that believeth, shall not make haste.”’ 
(Isa. xxviii. 16.) 

( Preparation was here made to lay the stone. ) 

In the name, and to the honour, of our ever-blessed and ever- 
adorable Lord and Saviour Jesus Curist, whom alone we ac- 
knowledge to be the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, in es- 
sence and in person indivisibly and eternally One,—This stone 
is laid—/( Here the stone was laid )—This stone, I say, is laid, as 
the first or principal corner-stone in the foundation of a Vew 
Jerusalem Temple, now to be erected, and hereafter to be dedi- 
cated and devoted to the service and worship of the same only 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Curist, who in his most holy Word has 
declared himself to be the One Omnipotent, Omnipresent, and 
Everlasting God of Heaven and Earth. Amen. 

« This is the word of Jehovah unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by 
might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith Jehovah of Hosts. 
Who art thou, O great mountain ? Before Zerubbabel thou shalt 
become a plain; and he shall bring forth the head-stone thereof 
with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace unto it. Moreover the word 
of Jehovah came unto me, saying, The hands of Zerubbabel have 
laid the foundation of this house; his hands shall also finish it : 
and thou shalt know that Jehovah of Hosts hath sent me unto you. 
For who hath despised the day of small things ? for they shall 
rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel 
with those seven: they are the eyes of Jehovah, which run to and 
fro through the whole earth.” (Zech. iv. 6 to 10.) 
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«‘ Thus speaketh Jehovah of Hosts, saying, Behold the Man, 
whose name is the Brancn; he shall grow up out of his place, 
and he shall build the temple of Jehovah: even he shall build the 
temple of Jehovah, and he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and 
rule upon his throne, and he shall be a priest upon his throne, and 
the counsel of peace shall be [with him.] And they that are far 
off shall come and build in the temple of Jehovah; and ye shall 
know that Jehovah of Hosts hath sent me unto you. And this 
shall come to pass, if ye will diligently obey the voice of Jehovah 
your God.” (Zech. vi. 12, 13, 15.) 

« Thus saith Jehovah, I am returned unto Zion, and will dwell 
in the midst of Jerusalem, and Jerusalem shall be called a city of 
truth ; and the mountain of Jehovah of Hosts, the holy mountain. 
—Thus saith Jehovah of Hosts, If it be marvellous in the eyes of 
the remnant of this people in these days; should it also be mar- 
vellous in mine eyes? saith Jehovah of Hosts. Thus saith Jeho- 
vah of Hosts, Behold, I will save my people from the east-coun- 
try, and from the west-country, and I will bring them, and they 
shall dwell in the midst of Jerusalem, and they shall be my peo- 
ple, and I will be their God in truth and in righteousness. Thus 


-saith Jehovah of Hosts, Let your hands be strong, ye that hearin 


these days these words by the mouth of the prophets, which were 
in the day that the foundation of the house of Jehovah of Hosts 
was laid, that the temple might be built.” (Zech. viii. 5, 6 to 9.) 

Yet remember, that, “ except Jehovah build the house, they 
Jabour in vain that build it.”” (Psalm cxxvii. 1.) 

“Thou sawest till that a stone was cut out without hands, 
which smote the image upon his feet, that were of iron and clay, 
and brake them to pieces. Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, 
the silver, and the gold, broken to pieces together, and became 
like the chaff of the summer threshing-floors, and the wind car- 
ried them away, that no place was found for them: and the 
stone, that smote the image, became a great rock, and filled the 
whole earth.” (Dan. ii. 34, 35.) 

‘Did ye never read in the Scriptures, the stone, which the 
builders rejected, the same is become the head of the corner: this 
is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes ? And who- 
soever shall fall on this stone, shall be broken: but on whomso- 
ever it shall fail, it will grind him to powder.”’ (Matt. xxi. 42, 44.) 

‘“‘T saw a new heaven and a new earth : for the first heaven and 
the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. 
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And I John saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down from 
God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 
And I heard a great voice out of heaven, saying, Behold, the 
tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with thems 
and the, shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them, 
their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes ; 
and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, 
neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are 
passed away. And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, 1 
make all things new.” (Apoc. xxi. 1 to 5.) 


LET US PRAY. 

Most adorable Lord God and Saviour Jesus Christ, who in 
these latter days hast been graciously pleased to manifest thyself 
a second time unto the children of men, in the power and glory 
of thy holy Word, by revealing the spiritual and celestial senses 
thereof, wherein thou hast thy more immediate residence, and by 
the light of which, proceeding from thy Divine Humanity, we are 
enabled through mercy to approach thee alone as our Father and 
our God, our Creator, Redeemer, and Regenerator; we pray for 
the prosperity of thy New Jerusalem, now descending from thee 
out of heaven. Dissipate, we beseech thee, the thick clouds of 
darkness, which prevent thy appearance ; remove all the preju- 
dices arising from evil and the false ; and may the glorious truths 
of thy heavenly kingdom, at this day revealed in the unfolding of 
the spiritual and celestial senses of thy holy Word, find an ample 
reception in the hearts of all thy people. Particularly we pray 
for the establishment of thy New Church in this land. Open 
thou the eyes of those, who sit in darkness, and in the shadow of 
death, that they may see the genuine light of thy holy Word, and 
thereby be brought to acknowledge thee in thy Glorified Huma- 
nity as the only true God and eternal life. And wheresoever thy 
New Church doth appear on the face of the earth, may it be se 
led by the Holy Spirit proceeding from thy Divine Humanity, 
that all who embrace and profess the heavenly doctrines of the 
New Jerusalem, may with one accord maintain the same in purity 
of heart, and holiness of life. These things we beg, most merci- 
ful Lord, in thy own name, and for the salvation of mankind. 
Amen. | 

“ The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.” 
(Apoc. xxii. 21.) 
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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 


Of the American Society for disseminating the Doctrines of the 
New Jerusalem Church, established at Philadelphia. 


ARTICLE I. 

This Society shall be composed of such of the readers of the 

writings of Emanuel Swedenborg, resident in the United States, 

as shall contribute annually to the funds of the Society the sum 
of three dollars. 


ARTICLE II. 

The officers of the Society shall consist of a President, Vice- 

President, Treasurer, Secretary, and Corresponding Secretary, 

who shall be elected by ballot, annually, on the first day of Janua- 

ry, except when that day shall fall on the Lord’s day, in which 
case the election shall be held on the succeeding day. 


ARTICLE Ill. 

A stated meeting of the Society shall be held on the first Fri- 
day of every month, for the transaction of its ordinary business, 
at which time shall be laid before it by the officers or the individu- 
al members, any communications which they may have received 
in relation to the Church. Special meetings may at any time be 
called by the President, upon the recommendation of any six mem- 


bers. ‘The books of the Society shall always be open for the in- 
spection of the members. 


ARTICLE Iy. 
No member can vote at the annual election for officers, or up- 


on any subject at a meeting of the Society, until he shall have 
signed these by-laws ; non-resident members may vote by proxy. 


ARTICLE Y. 
Donations of religious books for sale or gratuitous distribution. 


or of money to enable the Society to publish books or tracts, may 
be received from any member or stranger. 


ARTICLE VI. 
There shall be published for general distribution, an annual. 


semi-annual, or quarterly report of the state and increase of the 


Church in general, and of the proceedings of the Society. 
VOL. I. r 
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ARTICLE VII. 

The Secretaries shall preserve copies of all official communica- 

tions made by them, and shall file all documents which may come 

into their possession. The books and papers of the Society shal! 

be carefully preserved as documents which may be highly ser- 

- viceable to the Church at a future period, in investigating its rise 
and progress in America. 
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ARTICLE VIII. 
When the funds of the Society will admit of it, there shall be 
established a Theological Library for the use of the members, up- 
on such principles as may from time to time be determined. 
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ARTICLE Ix. 

Any addition or amendment to this Constitution must be pro- 
posed at a stated meeting, and decided upon at a subsequent 
one. 
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FIRST REPORT 


" Of « The American Society for disseminating the Doctrines of the 
New Jerusalem Church,” established at Philadelphia, Deceim- 
ber 25th, 1815—59. 


Agreeably to the provisions of the Constitution of the Society, 
the following report of its progress and operations is presented 


p to the readers of the writings of Emanuel Swedenborg, in the 
United States and elsewhere. 
j The Society having been organized by its election of officers 


on the first of January, 1816,every exertion was used to give 
publicity to the act. A notice addressed to * the Readers of the 
Theological writings of Emanuel Swedenborg” was published in 
all the daily gazettes of Philadelphia, amounting in number at 
that period to eight, and was subsequently inserted in many 
x other papers in the Atlantic cities and interior towns. A printed 
4 copy of the same, was also transmitted, with a short circular, re- 
; commending a general publicity, to almost every individual of the 
Church with whose name we had been acquainted. 

This publication may be considered as the first annunciation of 
the existence of the New Church in Philadelphia. Although the 
religious tenets of its members had been previously known to 





ini ee 
~ ae ap aad : 
ae die: a ‘ 
ae wo. 


REPOSITORY. 27 


most of their personal friends and acquaintances, and although 
the name of Swedenborg had been heard by many, yet the great 
mass of the community were wholly uninformed as to both. The 
period at which this publication was made was peculiarly fortu- 
nate. The state of the public mind was highly favourable to re- 
ligious investigation, as is evident from the circumstance, that 
about this time societies for the distribution of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, were formed throughout the city and its vicinity, and in 
many other parts of the United States. As might reasonably 
have been expected, a general inquiry was made as to the prin- 
ciples of this New Church, and whilst some were contented to 
hear that its leading features were in opposition to the commonly 
received orthodoxy of the day, others who were not disposed to 
receive as true all the various doctrines which they had heard ad- 
vanced, without inquiring for themselves, made further investiga- 
tion, and the result has been, that if they have not embraced the 
truths of the New Jerusalem, they have at least divested them- 
selves of that prejudice, which has influenced some to traduce 
and condemn writings which they have never read. 

From the comparatively short period which had elapsed since 
the introduction of the doctrines into America, we had no reason 
to expect that their dissemination had been extensive. But our 
most sanguine calculations were realized in the result. Numer- 
ous letters were received from different quarters, informing us of 
the names of individuals, and of the existence of small societies, 
professing the holy truths of the New Dispensation, of whom we 
had never before heard, and even in our own immediate vicinity, 
we were brought to an acquaintance with some devout receivers, 
who were previously unknown to us. Even yet we continue to 
hear occasionally of some heretofore unknown friends, and we 
feel well persuaded, that in the interior of the country there must 
be many with whom the channel of communication has not yet 
been opened. , 

Although when compared with other denominations of chris- 
tians, the New Church must acknowledge its numbers to be few, 
yet it is a source .of infinite gratification to reflect, that those 
numbers are increasing. Still more is it matter of rejoicing to 
know, that a zeal for the propagation of truth continues unabated 
amongst its members, and when we consider that every receiver 
of the doctrines of the New Jerusalem. is, in his particular sphere 
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of life, an additional labourer in the vineyard of the Lord, we can- 
not but be impressed with the idea, that the day is near at hand, 
when the Lord will no more speak to his people in parables, but 
‘* will shew them plainly of the Father.” 

Under the date of March Ist, a circular was addressed by the 
Society to the members of the church, inviting them, for reasons 
therein stated, to form themselves into societies, and to appoint 
each a secretary upon whom should devolve the correspondence. 
This request has been complied with in part, and in order that 
our friends who reside at a distance, may be enabled to corres- 
pond with each other, we shall insert in a future report, a list of 
the names of the corresponding secretaries, which shall have been 
transmitted <0 us. 

The Society further reports—That since its establishment seve- 
ral letters have been received from Europe of a very interesting 
nature, some of which will be found inserted wholly or in part 
below— 

That within the lasttwo years Mr. William Schlatter, a member 
of the Church, has published at his individual expense, for gratut- 
tous distribution, 1000 copies of the Doctrine concerning the Lord ; 
500 copies of the Doctrine of Life, with the biography of Sweden- 
borg annexed ; 750 copies of the Doctrine of the Sacred Scrip- 
ture ; 250 copies of Proud’s sermon on the Second Advent, with 
Dr. Beyer’s memorial to the king of Sweden ; and 250 copies of Si- 
bley’ssermon on the resurrection, with two letters by Mr. Clowes— 

That Mr. Johnson Taylor, another member, within the same pe- 
riod, also published, at his own expense, for gratuitous distribu- 
tion, 1000 copies of “ a Seal upon the Lips,” written by Robert 
Hindmarsh— 

That the Society has itself published 500 copies of a new Li- 
turgy, and 500 copies of a new collection of hymns, which have 
been adopted by the churches of Philadelphia and New York— 
and has undertaken to conduct a quarterly magazine, under the 
title of “ The New Jerusalem Church Repository,” the first 
number of which will appear during the present month. 

The Society has also, within a few months, imported from 
London a considerable supply of the works of Swedenborg, and 
other publications in agreement therewith, one half of which have 
already been sold, and the demand for others, (particularly the 
Arcana Ceelestia and Apocalypse Explained) has been so great, 
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that they have transmitted an additionai order, the execution oi 
which they look for early in the Spring. The first number of the 
Repository, that will be publishedafter the receipt of the books, 
will contain a catalogue, with the list of prices. 

The Society has the happiness to announce to their distant 
brethren, that the New Jerusalem Temple, the corner-stone of 
which was laid on the sixth of June last, is now nearly completed, 
and will be ready for consecration, during the present month. 
This edifice, the first in Philadelphia, and the second in the 
United States, devoted to the sole and exclusive worship of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, as the only God of heaven and earth, is situate 
at the south-east corner of Twelfth and George streets, and 
though small in its structure, is, for neatness and tasteful ar- 
chitecture, universally admired. 

With this exposition of its proceedings, and of the state of the 
Church, the Society closes its report, referring for further infor- 
mation, to the following documents. 

Philadelphia, January 1, 1817. 


Letter from a distinguished member of the Society Pro Fide et 
Charitate, in Sweden, addressed to the corresponding secretary 
of * The American Society for disseminating the Doctrines of 
the New Jerusalem Church.” 

Stockholm, July 31, 1816. 

** Dear Sir, ) 
+- According to the directions of Mr. 'T , I take the liberty 

to open with you a correspondence, which perhaps may be on 

both sides animating and agreeable ; but I am obliged to beg you 
to excuse my disability in the English language. 

‘* Restrictions upon the liberty of the press, and thinking, as in 
relation to the constitution of this country, have hindered, since 
the death of the inestimable Swedenborg, a common embracing of 
the new holy truths, given him to communicate to the world ; 
only in privacy, some few friends of truth, partly during his life, 
and partly thereafter, could operate in spreading the light. Per- 
secutions arose, even in 1769, against two reverend gentlemen 
of his friends, the doctors in theology Beyer and Rosen, in regard 
to their way of thinking. Under the reign of King Gustavus III. 
arose a greater liberty of religion, and there was established, in 
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1785, a society, by the name of “« The Exegetic and Philanthropi- 
cal,” for spreading of the truths, whereof his brother, the now 
reigning king of Sweden, was*a member, and even in 1787, a 
secret order, for the same purpose, was established, but they both 
ceased soon, by political relations. With experience of their 
mistakes, some friends of truth resolved, in 1796, to form the yet 
existing society Pro Fide et Charitate, whose statutes are insert- 
ed in the Intellectual Repository, published in London. This 
society was indeed several years without operations, on account 
of the first mentioned reasons ; however, it holds yet its design, 
God be praised, since the happy changed government, in 1809, 
when the liberty of the press, and of thinking, even in religion, 
was confirmed by a new constitution. During this whole time, 
the New Church of the Lord has indeed gone so little forward, 
that its members cannot be reckoned over one thousand, the 
whole country round, but in the satisfying hope of soon having 
the writings of the valuable Swedenborg translated in Swedish, 
for which we are under the greatest obligations to our friends in 
England, who have subscribed therefor a considerable gift, the 
light of the Lord will, with more facility, spread its divine rays. 
Sweden, notwithstanding her being one of the most happy coun- 
tries in Europe, in the course of the last twenty-five years, has 
been rendered poor in money, as well as in people, in comparison 
with other nations. This is one of the reasons why we find hi- 
therto only the following writings translated in Swedish, viz. 
The True Christian Religion, New Jerusalem and its heavenly 
Doctrines, A brief Summary of the Doctrines, The Doctrine of 
the New Jerusalem concerning the Lord, and concerning the 
Sacred Scriptures, Angelic Wisdom concerning Divine Love and 
Divine Wisdom, The Treatise on the Nature of Influx, The 
Hieroglyphical Key to natural and spiritual Mysteries, and an 
Extract from the Apocalypse explained, with the Method to gain 
Faith and Love. But since we have received from the societies 
in England, although not sufficient for the purpose, sixty pounds 
sterling, The Arcana Celestia, or Heavenly Mysteries, is to be 
published. 

‘© The members of the New Church are spread around all parts 
of the country, but are most numerous in the province of West 
Gothland, and next in this city. A new philosophy called by the 
name of its author, (Schelling, in Germany) has advanced very 
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much in this country. Its adherents enforce the necessity be- 
tween a religion and a true philosophy, and so on the contrary. 
These begin ardently to search in the New Doctrines, as the 
nearest according to their principles. A particular veneration 
for the sacred scriptures has even arose from the zealous endea- 
yours of a society for spreading of the Bible. The continuation 
of the affection to search, created by the former, and the prepa- 
ration in the general ways of thinking, produced by this latter 
veneration for the sacred scriptures, together with the constitu- 
tional liberty of religion, give us rejoicing prospects for the suc- 
cess of the New Church here. I even dare to believe, that much 
in that way would be done, if the New Church, at least in the 
capital, possessed a fortune to build a proper temple, for the pub- 
lic promulgation of the truths ; but it would be a charge of more 
than two thousand pounds sterling, and how will one find bread 
in the desert ? Yet, the Omnipotent Lord, who has all means in 
his hand, will undoubtedly, when the time arrives, find out expe- 
dients thereto, although the poverty be general. 

* By the liberal principles of the aforesaid societies in England, 
we have even received such a sum as eighty pounds sterling, to 
translate and print the writings in German, and we have now 
begun to publish, in that language, The Angelic Wisdom concern- 
ing Divine Love and Wisdom. Already are published, in Ger- 
man, Phe True Christian Religion, one edition at Altenburg, in 
1785, and another in Basel, in 1795, together with The Coronis, 
The New Jerusalem and its heavenly Doctrines, and The Trea- 
tise on the Nature of Influx, wherefrom will be found, that also 
in Germany and Switzerland, there are friends of the New 
Church, however, as here, of a limited number. 

“In France are translated The Wew Jerusalem and its heavenly 
Doctrines, The Treatise on the Nature of Influx, and on Heaven 
and Hell, besides several other writings for the promulgation of 


the truths, as for example, 4 brief Summary of all the Writings 
of Emanuel Swedenborg. 


‘‘ In Denmark, where no translations are yet to be found, 
are undoubtedly a number of members of the New Church; and 
in Russia, and especially in the region of Moscow, where we 


should least suppose it, there are very many friends of the 
Truth. : 
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‘* These are the notices which I am at present able to give you. 
if I may thereby have procured the American society, and you, 
dear sir, any pleasure, I rejoice at it, and may I, in all cases, 
assure you of the great esteem and affection, wherewith I shall 
always have the honour to remain, 

** My dear sir, 
** Your most humble and affectionate 
«Servant and brother.” 


Extract of a Letter from the President of the London Society 
for Printing and Publishing the Writings of the Honourable 
Emanuel Swedenborg, to the same. 


** London, August 5, 1816. 

** We rejoice much at the prospect which peace has opened to 
us, of cultivating a more intimate friendship with those societies 
in your hemisphere, with whom we have the happiness to be link- 
ed in the same glorious employ, and who are animated by so 
zealous a disposition to co-operate with their Lorn, in promoting 
his great eternal end. ‘The heavenly seed is sown, and we look 
forward with confidence in the divine blessing, to its extended 
dissemination and growth, by such mutual acts of charity and 
assistance, as will at length associate the great family of mankind 
mn the performance of those distinct, yet concurrent uses, each 
tending to the one great end, the eternal welfare of the whole. 
In this country, the affection of truth is rapidly spreading. The 
sale of tracts, from the writings of our Swedenborg, and in agree- 
ment with them, is very extensive among the poorer classes ; 
many thousands, principally by means of hawkers, are sold every 
year. It is true, that among the learned and scientific, whose 
minds are steeled against spiritual impressions, their reception 
has been generally opposed ; still we can rank on the honourable 
side of truth, many, eminent for their piety, their learning, and 
scientific acquirements. Among the clergy of the established 
church, I have been surprised to hear the many, comparatively, 
who had embraced the heavenly doctrines, with the most devout 
affection, and who preach those doctrines as their first duty, with- 
out fear or molestation. At the head of these, as you no doubt 
know. stands our excellent and highly enlightened friend Mr. 
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Clowes ; a man raised up by the divine providence of the Lorp, 
to give greater scope to the effect of these incomparable writings, 
by his judicious translations, by his own most important publica-. 
tions, and by the purity and brightness of his life. Of these, our 
friends will have still further proof, in the works which are now 
sent. They will find many new publications, which we owe to 
his useful labours. With respect to that most extraordinary 
work, on the worship and love of God, which, though written by 
our author previous to his spiritual communications, and thus 


- necessarily containing some few errors, which could only be seen 


and dispersed by the light of a superior order of truth, is still so 
generally consistent with his subsequent writings, and in a mea- 
sure so illustrative of them, in tracing the distinctions and pro- 
gress of the human mind, and so replete with metaphysical and 
physical discoveries of the highest order, we may surely esti- 
mate its translation as a signal benefit to all, who are wise enough 
to profit by its contents. Among his own works, you will, I 
am sure, be delighted and edified by the Explanation of the Para- 
bles, now completed. Though in its form, it is intended and 
adapted for the young, there are few among the old, but who 
might, if they were disposed, become richer by the interior trea- 
sures it contains. The works which our revered friend has in 
hand, are, 1. A re-translation of the Heaven and Hell, which we 
expect will be finished about Christmas. 2. The Explication Of 
the Psalms, according to their internal sense. 3. The Gospel of 
John, in the same form as the Gospel of Matthew. 4. An Expli- 
cation of the Miracles, according to their internal sense. 5. A 
small work, entitled, “ Taxation, or the way to be happy, and 
pay no taxes.”” And 6. Another work, whose title I cannot at 
present remember. Such are the delightful employments of our 
dear friend, and for such useful purposes is he, though advanced 
in years, preserved among us. 

“You may perhaps be aware, that all the papers of Emanuel 
Swedenborg, as well philosophical as theological, were deposited, 
at his death, with the Academy of Arts and Sciences, at Stock- 
holm, and that, in consequence of some depredations, they have 
been locked up, and scarce any one has been permitted to see 
and examine them. It may be interesting to our friends to learn, 
that, in a very recent letter from Sweden, I am informed, that 
‘the whole collection of manuscripts at the Obsers atory is,” as 
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my friend expresses it, “no more guarded by dragons, or ene- 
mies to the cause; for Baron § » whom you know, has pur- 
chased, or otherwise procured for himself, the right thereof from 
all the heirs of E. S. on whose account they were deposited in 
the Academy of Arts and Sciences. I have this from himself, 
and am quite sure of procuring from him an order, immediately, 
if you, or one of you, have a mind to look over them.” 

‘*¢ A subscription has been entered into, in this country, and 
one hundred and sixty pounds collected, and sent over to the 
society Pro Fide et Charitate, established in Stockholm, as a part 
fund for translating and printing the writings in Swedish and 
German. 

‘¢ Expressing an earnest hope that this communication between 
the two countries, so happily, under the divine auspices of the 
Lorp, commenced, may grow in satisfaction and delight, as in 
the performance of reciprocal acts of kindness, and useful ser- 
vice, allow me, my dear sir, to call myself 

‘Your friend and brother, 
“CHA. AUG. TULK.” 





Extract of a Letter from Mr. Robert Hindmarsh, of Manches- 
ter, to a member of the Church, in Philadelphia, dated Septem- 
ber 26, 1816. 


‘Having, some time ago, published “ Remarks on the Holy 
League, lately entered into by their Majesties the Emperor of 
Austria, the King of Prussia, and the Emperor of Russia,” in 
May last, I sent to each of those sovereigns two copies, accom- 
panied with a letter; and last week, I received, in reply, a letter 
from His Majesty the King of Prussia, signed with his own hand, 
in which he thanks me for the same, and acknowledges the jus- 
tice of the sentiments expressed in the work. A copy of the 
letter, and of his majesty’s answer, I expect, will appear in the 
next number of the Intellectual Repository, which will be publish- 
ed on the first of October. If I should be honoured with answers 
from the other princes, they will, in like manner, be made public, 
for the information and satisfaction of the members of the New 
Church at large. In the mean time, there is reason to be thank- 
ful, that the principles which we have embraced are daily becom- 
ing more and more extensively known in the world.” 
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nf BIOGRAPHY OF SWEDENBORG. 
ur- 
a Every particular which can be collected relative to the charac- 
in ) ter and biography of Swedenborg, must be interesting to the ad- 
olf. | inirers of the writings of that highly illuminated Scribe. It is 
ly. therefore with pleasure that we are enabled to give the following 
7 account, written by a living witness, with whom many of the 
nd : members of the New Jerusalem Church, in Philadelphia, are per- 
he sonally acquainted, and who has frequently acknowledged to 
art them, that he was the author. Mr. Collin, though advanced in 
nd years, still continues to perform the duties of pastor of the Swe- 
dish church. He is not a receiver @f the writings of Sweden- 
on borg, but is extensively known, and is justly esteemed for his 
he g-. piety, good sense, and scientific attainments. The article first ap- 
in peared in “ the Philadelphia Gazette” in detached numbers, on the 
r- 5th, 8th, and 10th of August, 1801,and wascopied into * the Ameri- 


can Daily Advertiser,” on the 11th of the same month. From 
the date of the conversation between Mr. Collin and Swedenborg, 
which took place in 1766, to the year 1801, it will be seen that 
35 years had elapsed. Although as to substance there can be no 
doubt of the correctness‘of Mr. Collin’s memory, yet with due 
deference to that respectable gentleman, we cannot but remark, 
that we are of opinion he must have misapprehended one of 
Swedenborg’s expressions. We allude to that which is expressed 
by Mr. Collin in the following words, “ that if any important. 
f . spiritual or temporal concern of mine had been the case, he would 
then have solicited permission from these angels who regulate 


: those matters.”” Now, as far as we are acquainted with the writ- 
“ ings of Swedenborg, we have no recollection of his ever having 

inculcated the idea, that application for any favour, natural or 
’ ; supernatural, should be made to angels, but to the Lord alone. We 
1 cannot therefore but conclude, that the declaration was either 
€ misunderstood, or mis-remembered. 


The letter from Swedenborg to a friend, quoted by Mr. Collin, 
was addressed to the Reverend Dr. Thomas Hartley, a divine of 


. Pe the Church of England, who was, we believe, the first of the Ene- 
Bee lish clergy who received the doctrines of the New Church. That 


excellent and learned man, who first translated some of Sweden- 
borg’s works from the original Latin, in company with Dr. Mes- 
seter, waited upon Swedenborg three or four days before his death, 
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and earnestly pressed him to declare “whether all he had written 
was strictly true, or whether any part or parts thereof were to 
be excepted '” Swedenborg replied, “ I have written nothing but 
the truth, as you will have it more and more confirmed hereafter, 
all the days of your life, provided you always keep close to the 
Lord, and faithfully serve him alone, in shunning evils of all 
kinds as sins against him, and diligently searching his sacred 
word, which from beginning to end bears incontestible testimony 
to the truth of the doctrines I have delivered to the world.” Ep. 


* * * * © © * * 


ANECDOTES OF SWEDENBORG. 
By Nicholas Collin, Rector of the Swedish Church in Philadelphia. 


Swedenborg’s writings have, for some years, in this country, 
been objects of curiosity to many persons, and they have also gra- 
dually won disciples to his doctrines, either in the whole or in 
part. From this have arisen frequent and sedulous inquiries on 
the character and life of this remarkable man. It having been re- 
ported, that I had conversed with him, and otherwise for certain 
knew several facts concerning him, I have been requested by 
several persons, some of them living in distant parts, to communi- 
cate such information. To gratify them, and also to prevent mis- 
takes that arise in repeating verbal relations, and even in copies 
of letters, I choose to state what I can impart in print; and 
prefer the vehicle of a gazette to that of a pamphlet, as more 
speedy and general. 

I shall begin with a comment on the account Swedenborg left 
of himself in an answer to a letter froma friend, which is in- 


serted in the English translation of his Treatise concerning Hea- 
ven and Hell. 


‘<¢ [ was born at Stockholm in the year of our Lord 1689, Ja- 
uuary 29. My father’s name was Jesper Swedberg, who was 
bishop of West-Gothia, and of celebrated character in his time: 
fle was also a member of the Society for the Propagation of the 
Gospel, formed on the model of that in England, and appointed 
President of the Swedish Churches in Pennsylvania and London, 
by King Charles XII. In the year 1710, I began my travels, first 
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into England, and afterwards into Holland, France, and Germany, 
and returned home in 1714. In the year 1716, and afterwards, I 
frequently conversed with Charles XII. King of Sweden, who 
was pleased to bestow on me a large share of his favour, and in 
that year appointed me to the office of Assessor in the Metallic 
College, in which office I continued from that time till the year 
1747, when I quitted the office, but still retained the salary an- 
nexed to it as an appointment for life. The reason of my with- 
drawing from the business of that employment was, that I might 
be more at liberty to apply myself to that new function to which 
the Lord had called me. About this time a place of higher digni- 
ty in the State was offered me, which I declined to accept, lest it 
should prove a snare tome. In 1719, I was ennobled by Queen 
Ulrica Eleonora, and named Swedenborg, from which time I have 
taken my seat with the Nobles of the Equestrian order, in the 
Triennial Assemblies of the States. I ama Fellow, by invita- 
tion, of the Royal Academy of Scienees at Stockholm, but have 
never desired to be of any other community, as I belong to the 
Society of Angels, in which things spiritual and heavenly are 
the only subjects of discourse and entertainment; whereas in our 
literary societies, the attention is wholly taken up with things re- 
lating to the body and this world. In the year 1754, I published 
the Regnum Minerale at Leipsic, in three volumes, folio; and in 
1738, I took a journey into Italy, and staid a year at Venice and 
Rome. 
«With respect to my family connections: I had four sisters : 
one of them was married to Eric Benzelius, afterwards made 
Archbishop of Upsal; and thus I became related to the two sucy 
ceeding Archbishops of that see, both named Benzelius, and 
younger brothers of the former. Another of my sisters was mar; 
ried to Lars Benzelstierna, who was promoted to a provincial 
government; but these are both dead ; however, two Bishops wha 
are related to me, are still living; one of them is named Fileni- 
us, Bishop of Ostrogothia, who now officiates as President of the 
Ecclesiastical order in the General Assembl y at Stockholm, in the 
room of the Archbishop who is infirm; he married the daughter 
of my sister: the other, who is called Benzelstierna, Bishop of 
Westmannia and Dalecarnia, is the son of my second sister ; not. 
to mention others of my family who are dignified. I converse 
freely, and am in friendship with all the Bishops of my country, 
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who are ten in number, and also with the sixteen Senators, and 
the rest of the grandees, who love and honour me, as knowing 
that Iam in fellowship with Angels. The King and Queen them- 
selves, as also the three Princes their sons, show me all kind 
es} countenance, and I was once invited to eat with the King and P, 
irt Queen at their table, (an honour granted only to the Peers of the 
realm) and likewise, since that, with the Hereditary Prince. 
All in my own country wish for my return home, so far am I from 
the least danger of persecution there, as you seem to apprehend, 
and are also so kindly solicitous to provide against; and should 
any thing of that kind befal me elsewhere, it will give me no con- 
cern. 

*¢ Whatever of worldly honour and advantage may appear to 
be in the things before-mentioned, I hold them but as matters of 
low estimation, when compared to the honour of that holy office 
to which the Lord himself hath called me, who was graciously 
pleased to manifest himself to me, his unworthy servant, in a 
personal appearance, in the year 1743, to open in me a sight of 
the Spiritual World, and to enable me to converse with Spirits 
and Angels, and this privilege hath continued with me to this day. 
From that time I began to print and publish various unknown 
Arcana, that have been either seen by me, or revealed to me, 
concerning Heaven and Hell, the state of men after death, the 
true worship of God, the spiritual sense of the Scriptures, and 
many other important truths tending to salvation and true wis- 
dom: and that mankind might receive benefit from these com- 
munications, was the only motive which has induced me at dif- 
ferent times to leave my home to visit other countries. As to 
this world’s wealth, I have what is sufficient, and more I neither 
seek nor wish for. 

‘¢ Your letter has drawn the mention of these things from me, 
in case, as you say, they may be a means to prevent or remove 
any false judgment or wrong prejudices with regard to my person- 
al circumstances. Farewell; and I heartily wish you prosperity 
i both in things spiritual and temporal, of which [ make no doubt, 
CoE if so be you go on to pray to our Lord, and to set him always be- 
ag fore you. ¥? 

He, “EMAN. SWEDENBORG. 
8 ‘¢ London, 1769.” 
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Comment on the foregoing account given by Swedenborg of himself, 


His family connections were such as he relates, and well 
known in Sweden; some of them by myself personally ; particu- 
larly Bishop Benzelstierna. The mention of his father, being, 
though honourable, modestly short, I shall enlarge upon it. 
This Jesper Swedberg was well qualified for one of the principal 
Bishopricks in Sweden, by his piety, learning, integrity, benevo- 
lence, and all other virtues. His plain manner of living enforced 
his zealous remonstrances against pomp and luxury, which if not 
very common, yet were the more pernicious in that distressful 
period, when Sweden had lost her veteran armies, depended in a 
ereat measure on lads and old men for the combined forces of 
Russia, Poland and Denmark, and was moreover, consuming by 
famine and pestilence. The bishop’s influence animated that 
patrietic fortitude, which sustained such burthens and misery, 
and blazed in so many battles! His popularity gave particular 
energy to some public regulations, which lessened the havock of 
pestilence: a judicious and pathetic address to the people, con- 
vinced them that interring in new grounds was a necessary mea- 
sure, though a temporary sacrifice of their laudable attachment to 
the consecrated grounds in which the earthly remains of their 
beloved relatives reposed. The bishop was for many years su- 
perintendent of the Swedish mission about Delaware. His let- 
ters to the clergy and the congregations, which are preserved on 
its records, bear witness to his zeal, kindness, and love of science. 
He requested of the missionaries to inform him of any extraordi- 
nary events in the moral and physical world, which happened in 
these parts of America. Some of these relations are recorded: 
one I find less credible, but founded on popular belief, and in 
part on some very remarkable facts. As this excellent man has 
been charged with a fondness for the marvellous; and the same 
foible is imputed as hereditary to the son, I will candidly men- 
tion the only fact within my knowledge, which may be so con- 
strued: A female head-dress, called in French fontange, made 
up of laces or ribbons to a monstrous height of several stages, 
had long been an object of his indignation. in a parish of his 
diocese, a female still born child had a monstrous excrescence on 
its head, very similar to this ornament of the ladies. He regard- 
ed this as an ominous commination from Heaven, against the 
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sinful vanity, and published a very spirited poem, with a draw- 
ing of the hideous forms. Those who sarcastically criticise this, 
ought however to reflect, that the most learned physiologists can- 
not yet decide what effect monstrous figures may, by affecting 
the mother, produce on the unborn babe. Certain it was that 
the bishop struck a death blow to many thousand fontanges ; 
and so far saved many fathers and husbands from expense and 
vexation. 

Swedenborg is silent on the merits of his youth, which were 
great:—The author of a dissertation on the Royal Society of 
Sciences at Upsal, published in 1789, mentions him as one of its 
first and best members, thus: “ His letters to the Society while 
abroad, witness that few can travel so usefully. An indefatiga- 
ble curiosity directed to various important objects, is conspicu- 
ous inall. Mathematics, astronomy and mechanics, seem to have 
been his favourite sciences, and he had already made great pro- 
gress in these. Every where he became acquainted with the 
most renowned mathematicians and astronomers, as Flamstead, 
Delahire, Varignon, &c. This pursuit of knowledge was also 
united with a constant zeal to benefit his country. No sooner 
was he informed of some useful discovery, than he was solicitous 
to render it beneficial to Sweden, by purchase, or sending home 
models. When a good book was published, he not only gave im- 
mediate notice of it, but contrived to procure it for the library of 
the university.” 

That Swedenborg on his return, was honoured by frequent con- 
versations with Charles the XII, may well be believed by all who 
knew the real character of that king: he was not a mere warri- 
or, but fond of useful sciences, though impeded from their pro- 
motion by along unremitted warfare, which was indeed, after 
the defeat at Pultowa, a necessary struggle for the independence 
of his country. He had also acquired some knowledge of the 
mathematics, and used, at leisure hours, to amuse himself and 
his officers with the solution of problems. 

Swedenborg composed an Algebra in the Swedish language. 
published in 1718. His Regnum Minerale, which he mentions, is 
well known; and may be seen in the library of Philadelphia. 
The office of counsellor in the Metallic College was conferred on 
him by King Charles, as a reward for knowledge acquired by 
the labours of youth, and a means of making it very beneficial 
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to the nation: that board having inspection over the mines and 
metallic works, so important in that country ; and being a con- 
stitutional department of the government. 

Swedenborg asserts with truth, that he was in favour with the 
royal family, and generally respected by the first classes. « This 
was due to his learning and excellence of character. The then 
queen, Louisa Ulrica, sister of Frederic, the celebrated king of 
Prussia, had extraordinary talents and literary acquisitions. She 
patronized the arts ‘and sciences in Sweden. Her large and ex- 
cellent library, which I have seen, employed much of her time. 
Gustavus her son, then hereditary prince, afterwards king, was 
distinguished by his talents and promotion of the sciences, both 
useful and ornamental. The prelates and others of the clergy, 
many of whom were his relatives and friends, honoured him on 
the same ground, being themselves scholars and well bred per- 
sons. He could therefore assure his friend that he was in no 
danger of persecution; besides, the National Church has never 
been severe ; and his works were at that time in the Latin lan- 
guage, beyond the reach of the common people. I must, however, 
observe, that but few paid him this respect, on account of his fel- 
lowship with angels. Some rather considered his theological 
theories, as imbecilities; the author above-mentioned, so candid 
in his eulogium, laments, nevertheless, the striking contrast be- 
tween the algebra and the visions of the New Jerusalem. 

Swedenborg states properly his rank of nobility. He had the 
common degree ; and was not, as many in America stile him, a 


Baron; which title denotes the second class of noblemen; the 
first among the three classes being Counts. 


My conversation with Swedenborg, and other authentic sources 
of information concerning him. 

In the course of my education at the University of Upsal, I 
had free access to its excellent library, which, by its own reve- 
nue, and by donations, receives continually one or more copies of 
every interesting new book. There I perused the theological 
treatises of Swedenborg, published till the year 1765; among 
them, rcana Celestia, De Colo et Inferno, &c. In that year, 
1 went to reside at Stockholm, and continued partly in that city, 
and partly in its vicinity for near three years. During that 
time, Swedenborg was a great object of public attention in this 
metropolis, and his extraordinary character was a frequent tépic 
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of discussion. He resided at his house in the southern suburbs. 
which was in a pleasant situation, neat and convenient, witha 
spacious garden, and other appendages. There he received com- 
pany. Not seldom he also appeared in public, and mixed in pri- 
vate societies. Therefore, sufficient opportunities were given to 
make observation on him. I collected much information from 
several respectable persons, who had conversed with him ; which 
was the more easy, as I lived the whole time, as private tutor, ir 
the family of doctor Celsius, a gentleman of distinguished talents, 
who afterwards became bishop of Scania; he and many of the 
eminent persons that frequented his house, knew Swedenborg 
well. 

In the summer of 1766, I waited on him at his house; intro- 
ducing myself, with an apology for the freedom I took; assuring 
him that it was not in the least from youthful presumption: (I 
was then twenty,) but from a strong desire of conversing with a 
character so celebrated. He received me very kindly. It be- 
ing early in the afternoon, delicate coffee without eatables was 
served, agreeably to the Swedish custom: he was also, like 
pensive men in general, fond of this beverage. We conversed 
for near three hours 3 principally on the nature of human souls. 
and their states in the invisible world; discussing the principal 
theories of psvchology, by various authors: among them the 
celebrated Dr. Wadlerius, late professor of Natural Theology at 
Upsal. He asserted positively, as he often does in his works, 
that he had intercourse with spirits of deceased persons. I pre- 
sumed therefore, to request of him as a great favour, to procure 
me an interview with my brother, who had departed this life a 
few months before; a young clergyman officiating in Stockholm, 
and esteemed for his devotion, erudition, and virtue. He an- 
swered that Gop having for wise and good purposes separated 
the world of spirits from ours, a communication is never granted 
without cogent reasons; and asked, what my motives were? I 
confessed that I had none besides gratifying brotherly affection, 
and an ardent wish to explore-scenes so sublime and interesting 
toa serious mind. He replied, that my motives were good, but 
not sufficient; that if any important spiritual or temporal con- 
cern of mine had been the case, he would then have solicited 
permission from those angels who regulate those matters. He 
showed me the garden. It had an agreeable building; a wing of 
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which was a kind of a temple, to which he often retired for con- 
templation; for which, its peculiar structure, and dim, religious 
light, were suitable. 

We parted with mutual satisfaction ; and he presented by me, 
to the said Dr. Celsius, an elegant copy of his 4pocalypsis Reve- 
lata, then lately printed at Amsterdam. 

I should have improved this personal acquaintance; but Swe- 
denborg went soon afterwards on his last travels, from which he 
did not return; he died in London, and was buried in the ceme- 
tery of the Swedish church. 


ANECDOTE OF SWEDENBORG. 


[The following account is extracted from a work, entitled, 
«Original anecdotes of Frederick the Great, king of Prussia, 
Translated from the French of Dieudonné Thiebault, professor 
of Belles Lettres, in the Royal Academy of Berlin.” As the au- 
thor of this work cannot be supposed to have had any connection 
with the New Church, we give this article as an example of fo- 
reign testimony, in favour of what we believe to be fully esta- 
blished in the writings of Swedenborg; and we presume that it 
is entitled to as much credit, as any of the relations which are 
contained in the book of memoirs, from which it is copied. The 
inconsistent conduct of the queen, in stating that she did not be- 
lieve that Swedenborg had conversed with her deceased brother, 
although she acknowledged that what he told her could not have 
been derived from any living source, can be accounted for, upon 
the supposition, that she was fearful that a confession of faith in 
spiritual intercourse, would have been regarded by the learned 
as a proof of mental weakness. If, however, she did not, as she 
asserted, believe, it affords a striking instance of the truth of Swe- 
denborg’s declaration, that in the present state of the christian 
world, miracles themselves are not capable of producing convic- 
tion upon the minds of men, and that neither “ will they be per- 
suaded though one rose from the dead.’ | Ep. 


PRINCESS ULRICA, QUEEN DOWAGER OF SWEDEN. 

“1 know not on what occasion it was that, conversing one day 
with the queen on the subject of the celebrated visionary Swe- 
denborg, we expressed a desire, particularly M. Merian and my- 
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self, to know what opinion was entertained of him in Sweden. [on 
my part related what had been told me respecting him by cham- 
berlain d’Hamon, who was still alive, and who had been ambas- 
sador from Prussia both to Holland and France. It was that his 
brother-in-law, ambassador from Holland to Stockholm, having 
died suddenly, a shopkeeper demanded of his widow the pay- 
ment of a bill for some articles of drapery, which she remember- 
ed had been paid in her husband’s lifetime: that the widow not 
being able to find the shopkeeper’s receipt, had been advised to 
consult with Swedenborg, who she was told could converse with 
the dead whenever he pleased: that she accordingly adopted this 
advice, though she did so less from credulity than curiosity: and 
that at the end of a few days Swedenborg informed her that her 
deceased husband had taken the shopkeeper’s receipt for the mo- 
ney on such a day, and at such an hour, as he was reading such 
an article in Bayle in his cabinet: that his attention being called 
immediately afterwards to some other concern, he had put the 
receipt into the book to mark the place at which he left off, where 
in fact it was found at the page described. The queen replied, 
that though she was but little disposed to believe in such seeming 


miracles, she had nevertheless been willing to put the power of 


M. Swedenborg, with whom she was acquainted, to the . proof: 
that she was previously acquainted with the anecdote I had re- 
lated, and it was one of those that had most excited her astonish- 
ment, though she had never taken the pains to ascertain the truth 
of it: that M. Swedenborg having come one evening to her court, 
she had taken him aside, and begged him to inform himself of her 
deceased brother the prince royal of Prussia, what he said to her 
at the moment of her taking leave of him for the court of Stock- 
holm. She added, that what he had said was of a nature to ren- 
der it impossible that the prince could have repeated it to any 
one, nor had it ever escaped her own lips: that some days after 
Swedenborg returned, when she was seated at cards, and request- 
ed she would grant him a private audience; to which she replied, 
he might communicate what he had to say before the company ; 
but that Swedenborg assured her he could not declare his errand 
in the presence of witnesses ; that in consequence of this intima- 
tion the queen became agitated, gave her cards to another lady, 
and requested M. de Schwerin, who was also present when she 
related tne story to us, to accompany her: that they accordingly 
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went together into another apartment, where she posted M. de 
Schwerin at the door, and advanced towards the furthest extre- 
mity of it with Swedenborg, who said to her, “ You took, Ma- 
dam, your last leave of the prince of Prussia, your late and au- 
gust brother, at Charlottenburg, on such a day, and at such an 
hour of the afternoon. As you were passing afterwards through 
the long gallery, in the castle of Charlottenburg, you met him 
again. He then took you by the hand, and led you to sucha 
window, where you could not be overheard, and then said to you 
these words..... ”? The queen did not repeat the words, but 
protested to us they were the very same her brother had pro- 
nounced, and that she retained the most perfect recollection of 
them. She added, that she had nearly fainted with the shock 
she experienced, and called on M. de Schwerin to answer for the 
truth of what she had said, who in his laconick style contented 
himself with saying, “ All you have said, Madam, is perfectly 
true, at least as far as Tam concerned.” I ought to add, that 
though the queen laid great stress on the truth of her recital, she 


.professed herself at the same time incredulous to Swedenborg’s 


supposed conferences with the dead. “A thousand events,” 
said she, “ appear inexplicable and supernatural to us, who know 
only the immediate consequences of them; and men of quick 
parts, who are never so well pleased as when they exhibit some- 
thing wonderful, take advantage of this to gain an extraordinary 
reputation. M. Swedenborg was a man of learning, and of some 
talent in this way, but I cannot imagine by what means he ob- 
tained the knowledge of what could have been repeated to no one. 


However. I have no faith in his having had a conference with my 
brother.” 


REMARKABLE OCCURRENCE. 

Gennadius, a physician, a man of eminence in piety and cha- 
rity, had in his youth some doubts of the reality of another life. 
He saw one night in a dream a young man of a celestial figure, 
who bade him follow him. The apparition led him into a magni- 
licent city, in which his ears were charmed by melodious music. 
which far exceeded the most enchanting harmony that he had 
ever heard. To the inquiry from whence preceeded those ra- 
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vishing- sounds, his conductor answered, that they were the hymns 
of the blessed in heaven, and disappeared. Gennadius awoke, 
and the impression of the dream was dissipated by the transac- 
tions of the day. ‘The following night, the same young man ap- 
peared, and asked whether he recollected him ?>—The melodious 
songs wich I heard last night, answered Gennadius, are now 
brought*again to my memory—Did you hear them, said the appa- 
rition, dreaming or awake P—I heard them ina dream.—True, 
replies the young man, and our present conversation is a dream ; 
but where is your body, while I am speaking to you ?—In my 
chamber. But know you not that your eyes are shut, and that 
you cannot see ? My eyes, indeed, are shut.—How then can you 
see? Gennadius could make no answer. In your dream, the 
eyes of your body are closed and useless; but you have others, 
with which you see me. ‘Thus, after death, although the eyes of 
your flesh are deprived of sense and motion, you will remain 
alive, and capable of sight and of hearing by means of your spi- 
ritual part. Cease then to entertain a doubt of the great truth 
of another life after death !—By this occurrence, Gennadius af- 
firms that he became a sincere believer in a future state. 


——et 4S 


EXTRACT 
From the Hawlstone Report, Mo. XI. of 5th July, 1816. 


THE REPORT 


Of a Meeting of Ladies and Gentiemen from Birmingham, Liver- 

. pool, Manchester, &c. admirers and receivers of the Theologi- 
cal Writings of the Hon. Emanuel Swedenborg, which meeting 
was held from Tuesday, the 2nd of July, to the morning of 
Friday, the 5th of the same month. 


Before dinner, on the first day of the meeting, Mr. James 
Meredith, of Birmingham, was appointed president; Mr. T. S. 
Fogg, of Manchester, vice-president ; and Mr. Nathaniel Shel- 
merdine, of Manchester, secretary. 

The next morning, after breakfast, the business of the meeting 
was introduced by reading the Psalms appointed for the morning 
service of the day, and by repeating the Lorn’s Prayer. 


2: 


cee ee 





es ha 





Dea Ud 


REPOSITORY. 47 


The last Hawkstone Report was then read, and in adverting 
to the Resolution which it contained, respecting a plan for open- 
ing a fuller communication between the different societies of the 
receivers of the heavenly doctrines of the New Jerusalem, in 
different parts of the globe, the following letter from the secretary 
of the Society at Philadelphia was read, together with the Circu- 
lar annexed to it, by which it appears, that the Resolution has 
already been attended with the beneficial effects which it was 
calculated to produce, in the way of opening and accelerating 
communication. 

“ Philadelphia, March 14, 1816. 
« Chas. dug. Tulk, Esq. 

« Dear Sir,—In order that you may be kept advised of the pro- 
ceedings of « The American Society, for disseminating the Doc- 
trines of the New Jerusalem Church,” established at Philadelphia, 
I transmit to you the annexed Circular, which has been distri- 
buted by us as widely as occasion has offered. 

‘We trust that our call for books may have reached vou in 
due time, and that we shall be gratified by the receipt of an 
early supply. 

‘I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 
“CONDY RAGUET.” 
(Here follows the Circular of March 1, published at page 5.) 

The Report of the sixth annual meeting of the Society for 
printing and publishing the writings of the Hon. Emanuel Swe- 
denborg, instituted in London, in the year 1810, was then read, 
when the following Resolution was passed unanimously :-— 

Resolved. That this Meeting wish to express their warm ap- 
probation of the plan adopted by the London Society, in regard 
to the circulation of the Small Tracts, printed and published by 
the Manchester Society, from a conviction that those Tracts are 
not only found useful as a vehicle of religious instruction to the 
minds of young persons, but also as having a tendency to lead 
those who are advanced to greater maturity of age, to make in- 
quiry after the heavenly doctrines of the New Jerusalem, in 
which the instruction contained in the Tracts is grounded. 

Afterwards the last Manchester Report was read, when the 
following Resolution was passed unanimously :— 

Resolved. That this Meeting, taking a lively interest in ob- 
serving the animated exertions making by the members of the 
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Lorp’s New Church in Philadelphia, North America, to disperse 
the Heavenly Doctrines of the New Jerusalem, unite their most 
devout prayers for the success of their benevolent intentions. 
The Meeting are particularly gratified, at noting the endeavours 
of the Philadelphia Society to obtain intelligence respecting the 
progress of the New Doctrines among other societies and indivi- 
duals of the vast continent on which they dwell, since, by such 
intelligence, it is to be hoped, a fuller communication may be 
effected, and a more harmonious union of operation established, 
not only amongst the American Societies themselves, but of the 
American Societies with all other Societies on the face of the 
habitable globe. The Society therefore cannot help regarding and 
rejoicing in the labours of their American Brethren, as a happy 
prelude, under the Divine Providence of the Most Hicu, both 
to a more complete dissemination of the seed of the New King- 
dom throughout the earth, and also to its greater fruitfulness, by 
knitting together the various societies and individuals, who have 
already received that seed, in a closer bond of spiritual relation- 
ship, intercourse, and communication of that good-will and cha- 
rity, to which all the Doctrines of the New Jerusalem so imme- 
diately point, and in the promotion of which they all centre. 


THURSDAY MORNING. 


The Meeting was again opened by reading the portion of the 
Psalms appointed for the morning service, and repeating the 
Lorp’s Prayer, after which the following Resolution was passed 
umanimously :— 

Resolved. That it is the opinion of this Meeting, that it may 
tend much to promote the knowledge and circulation of the Hea- 
venly Doctrines of the New Jerusalem, if both at this, and at all 
other public Meetings for the support and propagation of those 


Doctrines, a temperate, yet full and warm recommendation of 


the leading and essential truths which they contain, be laid be- 
fore the public, in the form of an advertisement, in some of the 
public papers. 

Resolved unanimously. ‘That the following form of advertise- 
ment be adopted :— 

Hawkstone Inn, Hawkstone Park, July 4th, 1816. 

AT a meeting of Gentlemen, assembled at this place, for the 

purpose of taking into consideration and of giving greater publi 
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city to the Doctrines contained in the Theological Writings of 
the Honourable EmManuet SwepEnsBorc, which are intended 
for the instruction and benefit of all sects and parties of profess- 
ing Christians, 

Mr. JAMES MEREDITH, of Birmingham, in the chair ; 

It was unanimously resolved: That from a conviction of the 
great importance of those Doctrines, and of their tendency to 
promote the best interests of mankind, they be earnestly recom- 
mended to the devout perusal of all orders and deere: ; of Chris- 
tians, on the following grounds :— 

ist. As leading to the true knowledge of Gop, wo and wHaT 
He is, together with the mode of His operation, and thus conduct- 
ing the pious reader to that pure and unperplexed worship of his 
Creator, which is at once most profitable to himself, and most 
acceptable to its Divine OsJecrt. 

Qndly. As striking at the root of the Arian and Socinian here- 
sies, by asserting the Supreme anv Sore Divinity of the 
Great Saviour, or his one-ness with the Erernat Fatuer, 
called in the Old Testament JEnovan. 

Srdly. As announcing and confirming the full and divine inspi- 
ration of the Sacred Scriptures, and thus annihilating the Creed 
of the Deist and Infidel, whilst it is shewn that what is commonly 
cALLED the Worp oF Gop,. really is the Worp or Gop, and 
how it is so. 

4thly. As illustrating many parts of the Holy Volume, and by 
such illustrations bringing to light the internal sense and genuine 
meaning of the Divine Oracles, by virtue whereof apparent con- 
tradictions between the Letter and the Divine Idea which it is 
intended to express are reconciled, apparent futilities are pre- 
sented to view in their proper importance and dignity, and appa- 
rent obscurities are made clear and intelligible to all, who, like 
the wise merchantman, are seeking the goodly pearls of heavenly 
wisdom and instruction. 

Sthly. As unfolding a Law or Rule of Christian life, which is 
at once simple and of easy apprehension, full and purifying, yet 
practicable, and in the most complete accord with all the reveal- 
ed counsels of the Most Hicu. By virtue of this law or rule, 
the sacred and eternal union is endeavoured to be restored be- 
tween those three essentials of salvation, charity, faith, and 


good works ; also between moral, civil, and spiritual life, and 
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50 | REPOSITORY. 


at the same time are detected many dangerous errors on the sub- 
ject, which are at this day circulating in the Christian Church. 

6thly. As suggesting many important truths respecting the 
creation and preservation of the universe, all tending to fill the 
mind with magnificent ideas of the love, the wisdom, the power, 
and providence of the Divine Architect. 

7thly. As opening, in a new and edifying light, the grand sub- 
ject of CurIsTIAN Repemption, and thus proving it to be a 
Divine Work, or the operation of. an Omnirotent Gop, tend- 
ing to restore to their lost order, all things both in the visible and 
invisible worlds. 

8thly. As explaining in agreement with the Erernat Truth, 
the nature of Curistran ReGenerRatTion, and thus vindicating 
the important doctrine from all that mistake and misapprehension 
concerning it, which at this day has left it nearly an useless and 
unmeaning doctrine, to the entire exclusion of all the brightness 
of its light, and of all the power of its consolations. 

9thly. As convincing man of his possession of those inestimable 
gifts, the Freedom of the Will, and Rationality, properly so called, 
and thus leading him to the right exertion of those wonderful 
faculties, by which alone he is capable of averting himself from 
destruction, and of choosing and laying hold of an Erernat 
Goon. 

10thly. As bringing man better acquainted with the nature of 
his own being, by unfolding to him the spiritual properties and 
qualities of his soul, and pointing out the nature of its connexion 
with the eternal world, and the certainty of its immortality. 

1ithly. As presenting thé most encouraging and consolators 
views respecting the second advent of Jesus Curisr and the de- 
scent of the Wew Jerusalem, all grounded in divine predictions, 
and calculated to impress the mind with grand and solemn ideas 
of the divine mercy, providence, and government, as exercised 
both in heaven and on earth. 

12thty. As confirming man respecting his future destination, 
by proving to him, in the most convincing manner, that all are 
created for heaven and none for hell; but that the determination 
of his final lot to all eternity, either in heaven or hell, will de- 
pend on the use or abuse of his free will, consequently on the 
quality and state of life which he acquires to himself during his 
state of probation in this transitory world. 
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REPOSITORY. a 


A thousand other most interesting considerations might be 
added in regard to the numerots and sublime truths unfolded in 
the above Writings, but it is hoped that those already adduced 
will be sufficient to convince every well-disposed reader, that 
they merit his most profound attention, and that although the 
Honourable Author has been confounded by the thoughtless with 
the common enthusiasts of the day, yet his testimony is as remote 
from enthusiasm as light is from darkness, being grounded in 
combined piety, wisdom, philosophy, rational and analogical ar- 
oument, which are alike at utter variance with the reveries of the 
visionary, the delirium of the enthusiast, and the conjectures of 
the self-taught and self-intelligent dogmatist. 

N. B. The following works of the above Author are more 
particularly recommended to the reader’s attention :— 

1. The Heavenly Doctrine of the New Jerusalem. 

Doctrine concerning the Lord. 

Doctrine concerning the Sacred Scriptures. 

Doctrine of Life for the New Jerusalem. 

True Christian Religion, or the Universal Theology of the 

New Church. 

Apocalypse Revealed, in 2 vols. 

Treatise concerning Heaven and Hell. 

Angelic Wisdom concerning Divine Providence. 

Arcana Celestia, or an Explanation of the Books of Gene- 
sis and Exodus, in 12 vols. 

Resolved. ‘That the Printing Society in Manchester be request- 
ed to insert the above advertisement in the Courier, Times, and 
Morning Chronicle, London papers, and in one of the Bristol, 
Birmingham, Manchester, Liverpool, Dublin, Edinburgh, and 
Glasgow papers, and in such others as the Printing Society may 
think proper. 

Resolved. ‘That from the experiment already made of the bene- 
fit which may be looked for from the appointment of a proper 
Missionary, or Missionaries, in the Lorp’s New Church, it is the 
unanimous opinion of this Meeting, that such appointment merits 
every encouragement and pecuniary support from the members 
of the Church at large, and that the best thanks of the Meeting 
are due to the reverend gentleman who has hitherto, with so 
much labour and ability, discharged the important duties of that 
arduous office. 
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REPOSITORY. 


EXTRACTS 
FROM THE WRITINGS OF EMANUEL SWEDENBORG. 


Or 
t> 


THE DOCTRINE OF CHARITY. 

‘«‘ It is a common saying, that a man’s nearest neighbour is him- 
self, and that therefore, charity should first begia at home ;_ but 
the doctrine of charity teaches how the case hereinis; every one 
is neighbour to himself, not in the first, but in the last place ; 
others who are in good are in the prior place ; a society of such, 
is in a place still prior; a man’s country is in a prior place yet, 
and the church is above a man’s country ; and still higher is the 
Lord’s kingdom ; and above all and all things, is the Lord. 

‘«‘ The saying, therefore, that every man’s nearest neighbour is 
himself, and that charity begins at home, is thus to be under- 
stood ; every one is bound to provide for himself the necessaries 
of life, viz. food, raiment, habitation, and several other things 
which the necessities of civil life, in the country in which he 
lives, require ; and this not only for himself, but for his family or 
dependents ; and not only for the present time, but also for the 
future : unless a man thus procures for himself the necessaries of 
life, he cannot be in a state to exercise charity towards his neigh- 
bour, being in want of all things. 

« The end regarded, declares plainly how every man is neigh- 
bour to himself, and how he ought first to provide for himself ; 
if this end be to grow richer than others, merely for the sake of 
riches, or of pleasure, or of errinence and the like, it is an evil 
end; wherefore, he who from such an end believes himself to be 
his nearest neighbour, hurts himself to eternity: but if the end 
be to procure wealth for the sake of the necessaries of life for 
himself and for his family, or dependents, that he may be in a 
state of doing good according to the precepts of the doctrine of 
charity, he provides for himself to eternity. The end regarded 
constitutes the man, for the end regarded is the man’s love, inas- 
much as every one hath for an end what he loves. 

‘¢ How this case is, may be further manifest from this further 
view of the subject : every one is bound to provide food and rai- 
ment for the body ; this is a first and principal object, but this 
is to be done to the end, that there may be a sound mind in a 

sound body ; and every one is bound to provide food for his mind, 
viz. such things as relate to intelligence and wisdom, to the end 
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REPOSITORY. 58 


that his mind may thence be in a state to serve the Lord; he 
who thus acts, provides for his own good to eternity. But he 
who provides for his body, merely for the sake of the body, nor 
thinks concerning soundness of mind, and who provides for his 
mind not such things as are of intelligence and wisdom, but such 
things as are contrary thereto, he provides for his own mischief 
to eternity. From these considerations, it is evident how every 
one ought to be his own neighbour, viz. not in the first place, but 
in the last, for the end regarded ought not to respect himself, but 
others, and where the end regarded is, there is the first. 

« This case will admit of comparison with that of a man who 
builds a house; the first thing is to lay the foundation, but the 
foundation must be for the house, and the house for a place to 
dwell in; thus every man must provide for himself, yet not for 
himself, but that he may be in a state of serving his neighbour, 
thus his country, the church, and above all things the Lorn: he 
who believes that he is his own neighbour in the first place, is 
like unto him who regards the foundation as the end, not the 
house and habitation, when yet the habitation is the very first 
and last end, and the house with the foundation is only a mean 
(or medium) to the end. 

‘© As it is with wealth, so it is also with honours in the world, 
and every one may provide them for himself, yet not for the sake 
of himself, but for the sake of his neighbour ; he who provides 
them for the sake of himself, provides for his own hurt; but he 
who provides them for the sake of his neighbour, provides for 
his own good: for he who turns ends to himself, turns himself 
towards hell, but he who turns ends from himself to his neigh- 
bour, turns himself towards heaven.” 

‘¢ A society is more a neighbour than an individual man, be- 
cause it consists of several; charity is to be exercised towards 
it in like manner as towards an individual man, viz. according 
to the quality of good appertaining to it ; thus in one way towards 
a society of well-disposed persons, and in another way towards a 
society of ill-disposed. 

‘«¢ A man’s country is more a neighbour than a society, because 
it is like a parent, for it is the place of a man’s birth, it nourish- 
es him, and protects him from injuries. Good is to be done to 
a man’s country from a principle of love, according to its ne- 
cessities, which principally respect, the sustenance of bodily life, 
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54 REPOSITORY. 


of civil life, and of spiritual life. He who loves his country, 
and from a principle of good-will, does good to his country, in 
the other life loves the Lord’s kingdom, for there the Lord’s king- 
dom is his country; and he who loves the Lord’s kingdom, loves 
the Lord, because the Lord is all in all of his kingdom; for 
what is properly called the Lord’s kingdom, is the good and truth 
appertaining to its inhabitants from the Lord. 

‘The church is more a neighbour than a man’s country, for 
he who provides for the church, provides for the souls and eter- 
nal life of the men who inhabit the country: and the church is 
provided for when man is led to good, and he who doth this from 
a principle of charity, loves his neighbour, for he wishes and 
wills heaven and happiness of life to eternity to be the portion 
ef another. Good may be insinuated into another by every one 
in the country, but not truth, except by those who are teaching 
ministers ; if others insinuate truth, it gives birth to heresies, 
and the church is disturbed and rent asunder. Charity is exer- 
ewed, if by the truth which is of the church, the neighbour is led 
to good ; if in the church any thing be called truth which leads 
away from good, no mention is to be made of it, for it is not 
truth. Every one ought first to acquire truth to himself from the 
doctrine of the church, and afterwards from the word of the 
Lorp, and this truth must be the object of his faith. 

“ The Lorp’s kingdom is a neighbour in a higher degree than 
the church where any one is born ; for the Lorp’s kingdom con- 
sists of all those who are in good, both in the earths, and in the 
heavens; thus the Lorp’s kingdom is good with all it’s quality 
in the complex: when this good is loved, the individuals are 
loved who are principled in good. 

« These are the degrees of neighbour, and according to these de- 
erees charity ascends ; but these degrees are degrees in suc- 
cessive order, in which a prior, or superior degree is always pre- 
ferred to a posterior or inferior ; and whereas the Lorp is in 
the supreme, and He is to be respected in each degree, as the end 
to whom each tends, therefore He is above all, and to be loved 
above all things.” Arcana Colestia, 6953 to 6938, and 6820 to 
6824, 

ON A BLIND FAITH. 


“To persons of a shallow understanding it seems impossible that 
all things relating to the New Church can appear in light, but let 
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REPOSITORY. 55 


them know that this is possible, inasmuch as every man hath ex- 
terior and interior thought; interior thought is in the light of 
heaven, and is called perception, and exterior thought is in the 
light of the world; and the understanding of every man is such, 
that it can be elevated even into the light of heaven, and also is 
elevated, if from any principle of delight he desireth to see the 
truth; that this is the case, hath been given to know from much 
experience, concerning which, wonderful things may be seen in 
the WispoM oF ANGELS CONCERNING THE DivinkE PROVIDENCE; 
and still more in the WispoM oF ANGELS CONCERNING THE 
Divrxe Love anv Divine Wispom; for the delight of love and 
wisdom elevates the thought, enabling it to see as in the light 
that a thing is so, although the man had never heard of it before ; 
this light, which illuminates the mind, flows from no other source 
but out of heaven from the Lord; and whereas they who are te 
be of the New Jerusalem, will directly approach the Lord, that 
light will flow in, in the way of order, which is through the love 
of the will into the perception of the understanding. But they 
who have confirmed themselves in this tenet, that the under- 
standing in matters of a theological nature is to see nothing, but 
that people ought blindly to believe what the church teacheth, 
these cannot see any truth in the light, for they have obstructed 
the passage of the light into themselves: this tenet the church 
of the reformed retained from the Roman Catholic religion, which 
declares that no one but the church itself, by which they mean 
the pope and papal consistory, ought to interpret the word, and 
that whosoever doth not in faith embrace all the doctrine deliver- 
ed by the church, is to be considered as an heretic, and anathe- 
inatised ; that this is the case, is evident from a clause of the Coun- 
cil of Trent, in which all the tenets of that religion are establish- 
ed, wherein the followin§ words occur towards the end, Then the 
President Moronus said, go in peace, and this was followed by 
acclamations, and among others by this declaration of the Cardi- 
nal of Lorain and the fathers, This is what we all believe, we are 
all of this very opinion, we all with one consent abide by and 
subscribe to it; this is the faith of the blessed Peter and of the 
apostles, this is the faith of the fathers, this is the faith of those 
who are orthodosx, so be it, Amen, Amen, anathema to all heretics, 
anathema, anathema; the decrees of that council are what are 
adduced in a summary way above in the beginning of this work. 
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56 REPOSITORY. 


in which nevertheless there is scarce a single truth. These 
things are cited to show that the reformed retained a blind faith, 
that is, a faith separated from understanding, as derived from the 
Roman Catholic religion, and they who retain it henceforth, can- 
not be enlightened by divine truths from the Lord: so long as 
the understanding is held a prisoner in subjection to faith, or so 
long as the understanding is removed from seeing truths of the 
church, theology becomes nothing but a thing of man’s memory, 
and a thing which is barely of man’s memory is dissipated, like 
every thing disunited from his judgment, and perishes from its 
obscurity ; hence it is, that they are blind leaders of the blind, and 
when the blind leads the blind, they both fall into the ditch, Matth. 
xv. 14. and they are blind, because they do not enter in at the 
door, but another way ; for Jesus saith, J am the door, by me if 
any man enter in, he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and 
shall find pasture, John x. 9. to find pasture is to be taught, 
illustrated, and nourished in divine truths; all who do not enter 
in through the door, that is, through the Lord, are called thieves 
and robbers ; but they who enter in through the door, that is, 
through the Lord, are called shepherds of the sheep, in the same 
chapter, verse 1, 2. therefore do thou, my friend, approach the 
Lord, and shun evils as sins, and reject the doctrine of faith 
alone, and then thy understanding will be opened, and thou wilt 
see wonderful things, and be affected by them.” 
Apocalypse Revealed, 914. 


ON THE RESURRECTION. 


‘It is the belief of the generality at this day of those who are 
of the church, that every one is to rise again at the last day and 
on this occasion with the body; which opinion is so universal, 
that scarce any one from doctrine believes otherwise ; but this 
opinion hath prevailed on this account, because the natural man 
supposes that it is the body alone which lives, wherefore unless 
he believed that the body was again to receive life, he would al- 
together deny a resurrection: the case however is this, man rises 
again immediately after death, and then appears to himself in the 
body altogether as in the world, with such a face, with such 
members, arms, hands, feet, breast, belly, loins; yea also when 
he sees himself and touches himself, he saith that he is a man as 


in the world; nevertheless it is not his external principle, which 
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— 


he carried about in the world, that he sees and touches, but it is 
the internal principle, which constitutes that very human princi- 
ple which lives, and which had an externa! principle about it or 
out of singular the things belonging to itself, whereby it could be 
in the world, and act suitably to it’s situation there in the per- 
formaneé of it’s functions ; the earthly corporeal principle is no 
longer of any use to it, it being in another world where are other 
functions, and other powers and abilities, to which it’s body, such 
as it hath there, is adapted ¢ this body it sees with it’s eyes, not 
those which it had in the world, but those which it hath there, 
which are the eyes of it’s internal man, and by virtue of which 
through the eyes of the body it hath heretofore seen worldly and 
terrestrial things; it also feels it with the touch, not with the 
hands or sense of touching which it enjoyed in the world, but 
with the hands and sense of touching which it there enjoys, which 
is that from which it’s sense of touching in the world existed ; 
every sense also is there more exquisite and more perfect, be- 
cause it is the sense of the internal principle of man set loose 
from the external, for the internal principle is in a more perfect 
state, inasmuch as it gives to the external the power of sensation, 
but when it acts into the external, as ii the world, in this case 
the sensation is rendered dull and obscure; moreover it is the 
internal principle which is sensible of the internal, and the ex- 
ternal principle which is sensible of the external ; hence it is that 
men after death see each other, and are in society together ac- 
cording to the interiors; for my conviction of the certainty of 
all this, it hath also been given me to touch spirits themselves, 
and to discourse frequently with them on this subject, see n. $22, 
1630, 4622. Men after death, who are then called spirits, and 
they who have lived in good, angels, are greatly surprised that 
the man of the church should believe, that he is not to see eternal 
life until he will be again clothed with the dust which had been 
rejected, when yet the man of the church knows that he riseth 
again after death ; for who doth not say, when a man shortly dies, 
that his soul or spirit afterwards is in heaven or in hell ; and who 
doth not say of their own infants who are dead, that they are in 
heaven; and..ho doth not comfort a sick person, or also one 
condemned to death, by the assurance that he shall shortly come 
into another life ; and whatever prepared person in the agony oi 
death doth not entertain this faith; yea also, from the influence 
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58 REPOSITORY. 


of that belief, many claim to themselves the power of delivering 
others from places of damnation, and of introducing them into 
heaven, and of making masses for them. Who doth not know 
what the Lord said to the thief, “ to-day shalt thou be with me 
in paradise,”? Luke xxiii. 43; and what he said concerning the 
rich man and Lazarus, that ‘the former was translated into 
hells but the latter by angels into heaven,” Luke xvi. 22, 23; and 
who is not acquainted with what the Lord taught concerning the 
resurrection, that “ he is not the God of the dead, but of the 
living,’ Luke xx. 38; man is acquainted with these things, and 
also he so thinks and so speaks, when he thinks and speaks from 
the spirit, but when from doctrinals, he saith quite another thing, 
viz. that he is not to rise again till the last day; when yet it is 
the last day to every one when he dies, and likewise then is his 
judgment, as several also speak. What is meant by being en- 
compassed with skin, and from the flesh seeing God, Job xix. 25, 
26, may be seen, n. 3540 at the end. ‘These things are said to 
the intent it may be known, that no man rises again in the body 
with which he was clothed in the world, but that the Lord so 
arose, and this because he glorified or made divine his body, 
whilst he was in the world.”’ Arcana Celestia, 5078. 


eee 2S 
THE HOLY LEAGUE. 


Tt must be matter of great rejoicing to the devout receivers of 
the truths revealed to the world in the writings of Emanuel Swe- 
denborg, to behold the monarchs of Europe proclaiming their ac- 
knowiedgment of the principles of the New Jerusalem, now de- 
scending from God out of heaven. The following official docu- 
ment announces the belicf of the Emperors of Russia and Aus- 
tria, and the King of Prussia, in the sole and supreme divinity 
of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Curist, and in the necessity of 
a life in conformity to his precepts. It is strongly recommended 
to the perusal of our brethren, as a striking fore-runner of the 
universal acknowledgment which will at one day be made, that 
“in Jesus Curist dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodi- 
ly,” that in his divine person alone, existeth an “ indivisible 
trinity” of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, like soul, body, and ope- 
ralion in man, and that there is * no other Sovereign than Him, 
to whom alone power belongs of right.” Ep. 
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REPOSITORY. 


UKASE, 


From the Emperor Alextnder, to the Committee for the Clerical 
Schools in Russia. 


Having approved of every thing that the committee for the 
Clerical Schools, in their report of the 27th of last month, (Au- 
gust) have laid before me, I consider it necessary to explain my 
own views respecting the education of those who are destined 
for the church. As in the first academical course of the college 
of Alexander Neffsky, which is now concluded, teachers have been 
trained for the Clerical Schools, in the districts of St. Peters- 
burgh and Moscow, it is my wish that the committee may direct 
their attention not only to these newly trained teachers, but also 
to the schools themselves; that, in the fullest sense of the word, 
they thay be formed into schools of the truth. The true enlight- 
ening of the mind, must be produced by that light, which shineth 
in the darkness, and the darkness comprehendeth it not. By fol- 
lowing, in every instance, this light, those who are learning will 
be directed to the true source of knowledge, through the means 
which the gospel displays to us, in the most sublime (beautiful) 
simplicity, and the most perfect wisdom—saying, Christ is the 
way, the truth and the life. Let then the sole object of these 
schools be, the educating of the youth to active christianity—on 
this may be founded all those instructions which are requisite for 
their future destination, without fearing the misleading of the 
understanding, which will then be subordinate to the light of the 
Supreme Being. 

[am convinced, that the committee for the Clerical Schools, 
will (imploring the Lord’s assistance) use all their exertions to 
accomplish this end, without which no true benefit can be looked 
for. 


(Signed) ALEXANDER. 


—es 


In the name of the Holy and Indivisible Trinity. 


‘Their majesties, the Emperor of Austria, the King of Prussia, 
and the Emperor of Russia, in consequence of the great events 
which have distinguished, in Europe, the course of the three last 
years, and especially of the blessings which it has pleased Divine 
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Providence to shed upon those states, whose governments have 
placed their confidence and their hope in it alone, having acquir- 
ed the thorough conviction, that it is necessary for ensuring their 
continuance, that the several powers, in their mutual relations, 
adopt the sublime truths which are pvinted out to us by the 
eternal religion of the Saviour Gov.— 

Declare, solemnly, that the present act has no other object 
than to show, in the face of the universe, their unwavering de- 
termination, to adopt, for the only rule of their conduct, both in 
the administration of their respective states, and in their par- 
ticular relations with every other government, the precepts of 
this Holy Religion, the precepts of Justice, of Charity, and of 
Peace, which, far from being solely applicable to private life, 
ought, on the contrary, directly to influence the resolutions of 
Princes, and to guide all their undertakings, as being the only 
means of giving stability to human institutions, and of remedy- 
ing their imperfections. ‘Their majesties have, therefore, agreed 
to the following articles :— 


ARTICLE I. 

In conformity with the words of the Holy Scriptures, which 
command all men to regard one another as brethren, the three 
contracting monarchs, will remain united by the bonds of a true 
and indissoluble fraternity, and considering each other as co-pa- 
triots, they will lend one another, on every occasion, and in eve- 
ry place, assistance, aid, and support; and regarding their 
subjects and armies, as the fathers of their families, they will go- 
vern them in the spirit of fraternity with which they are animat- 
ed, for the protection of Religion, Peace, and Justice. 


ARTICLE Il. 
Therefore, the only governing principle between the above 


_mentioned governments and their subjects, shall be that of ren- 


dering reciprocal services ; of testifying by an unalterable benefi- 
cence, the mutual affection with which they ought to be animat- 
ed; of considering all, as only the members of one christian na- 
tion, the three allied princes looking upon themselves, as delegat- 
ed by Providence to govern three branches of the same family, 
to wit: Austria, Prussia, and Russia—confessing, likewise, that 
the christian nation, of which, they and their people form a part, 
have really no other Sovereign than Him, to whom alone power 
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REPOSITORY. 6i 


belongs of right, because in him alone are found, all the treasures 
of Love, of Science, and of Wisdom ; that is to say, Gop, our pDrt- 
vinE Saviour Jesus Curist, the word of the Most High, the 
word of life. Their majesties, therefore, recommend, with the most 
tender solicitude, to their people, as the only means of enjoying 
that peace which springs from a good conscience, and which 
alone is durable, to fortify themselves every day, more and more, 
in the principles and exercise of the duties which the Divine §a- 
viour has pointed out to us. 


ARTICLE III. 

All powers which wish solemnly to profess the sacred princi- 
ples which have dictated this act, and who shall acknowledge 
how important it is to the happiness of nations, too long disturb- 
ed, that these truths shall henceforth exercise upon human des- 
tinies, all the influence which belongs to them, shall be received 
with as much readiness as affection, into this holy alliance. 

Made, tripartite, and signed at Paris, in the year of our Lord, 
one thousand eight hundred and fifteen, on the 14th (26th) of 
September. 

FRANCIS, 
FREDERIC WILLIAM, 
ALEXANDER. 
A true copy of the original. 
ALEXANDER. 

St. Petersburg, the day of the birth of our Saviour, the 25th of 

December, 1815. 


ee > mee 


PERSECUTION OF THE CHURCH. 


At every period of the Christian dispensation, since ‘* God was 
manifest in the flesh,” the Church of the Lord has been subject 
to persecution. Evil and false principles, operating in the minds 
of men, have been unceasingly endeavouring to oppose the intro- 
duction of “ the true light” into the understandings and hearts 
of God’s people. When “God was in Christ,” upon earth, 
“ reconciling the world unto himself,’ he met with constant op- 
position, and was even pronounced by the self-righteous Jews, 
“to have a devil, ard to be mad.” St. Paul, too, for preaching the 
gospel of repentance and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, of whom 
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he said, that “in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily,” was declared to be beside himself. Others, since that 
day, have suffered like opprobrium, and how can we, who main- 
tain similar opinions, expect to be exempt from the common lot 
of Christians ? 

{t is happy, however, for us who inhabit a land of tolera- 
tion, that no persecution, of a grievous nature, can be raised 
against us. The Mew Church of the Lord, it is true, is daily 
scoffed at and denounced, but thanks be to the Divine Author of 
our religion, the weapons of our enemies are imbecile and harm- 
less. Every artful design, to deride and misrepresent our prin- 
ciples, has the effect of exciting inquiry, and a general investiga- 
tion of our doctrines must strike conviction of their truth, upon 
the minds of thousands. 

The opposers of the New Jerusalem dispensation may be rank- 
ed under three distinct heads; those who deny revelation, and 
the sanctity of the holy scriptures; those who reject the divinity 
of Christ ; and those who hold that revelation at the present day, 
is either impossible or imprebable. 

But what is to be wondered at, is, that our opponents, instead 
of meeting us upon the fair ground of rational discussion, avoid 
the contest, and without being acquainted with the writings of 
Emanuel Swedenborg, or with the doctrines taught by him, un- 
dertake, without a hearing, to condemn them as the delusions of 
a visionary imagination. Hence, as the only arms which they 
are capable of wielding in the unprovoked fight, they resort to 
the fabrication of falsehoods, and thus attempt to effect their de- 
signs, by deceiving the credulous and ignorant, and by imposing 
upon the simple, relations which are void of foundation and truth. 
That this declaration is correct, is evident from the common 
reports of the day. Many honest, well-disposed persons, now in 
this city and its vicinity, religiously believe that the members of 
the New Jerusalem Church deny the existence of a God; others. 
that we reject the holy scriptures, and the divinity of Christ. 
Some believe that we profess to hold converse with the dead— 
that we make provision, at our tables, for the spirits of deceased 
relatives—that in walking the streets, we are sometimes seen 
bowing to invisible spectres—and that we are guilty, in fine, of 
what, in the common estimation, as well as our own, must be 
vanked amongst the grossest absurdities, 
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it is indeed painful for us to descend to the contradiction of 
such shameless misrepresentations, which, although they have for 
their object the circulation of injurious impressions as to our faith, 
in reality establish the ignorance and credulity of those who pro- 
pagate them ; yet we conceive it to be our duty, as far as in our 
power lies, to remove every obstacle which may be presented to 
the mind of the truly humble and devout inquirer after truth. 

In addition to the foregoing machinations, which have been 
devised to oppose the introduction of the Church, stories have 
been fabricated, that we refuse to let others see the books which 
contain the principles of our belief. ‘This representation is 
equally false with the rest. Thousands of volumes have been 
published in this city alone, within the last two years, at the ex- 
pense of a few individuals, for gratuitous distribution, and any 
person who is desirous of being acquainted with our principles, 
will be furnished with the means, on application to any member 
ef the society. 

With such an avowal of our sentiments, we publicly call, in 
the name of Christian charity, upon all, who by their agency, ma- 
liciously or innocently, have given currency to any of the reports 
which have herein been declared to be unfounded, to remove, as 
far as they are able, the impressions which a confidence in their 
veracity may have created, and to avoid, in future, the circulation 
of fables, which they can no longer believe to be true. Ep: 


eer SS 
CHURCH INTELLIGENCE. 


Ordination of a Minister. 


On Tuesday, the 31st of December last, agreeably to the una- 
himous invitation of the members of “ The First New Jerusalem 
Church in the city of Philadelphia,’”? Mr. Maskell M. Carll was 
“ ordained a priest and minister of said church, with power, under 
the authority and at the request of the society, and in the manner 
and under such restrictions as they may prescribe, to ordain other 
priests and ministers of the New Jerusalem Church; with power 
also to conduct public worship, to celebrate the sacrament of the 
Lord’s Supper, marriages, baptisms, and funerals, and generally 
to perform all holy rites and divine ordinances of the Church.’ 
The ceremony of ordination, which was performed by the Reve- 
rend Mr. Hargrove, of Baltimore, will be given at full length, in 
the second number of the Repository. 
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64 REPOSITORY. 
Consecration of the Temple in Philadelphia. 


The New Jerusalem Temple, in the city of Philadelphia, situ- 
ate at the corner of Twelfth and George streets, was consecrated 
on Wednesday, the 1st of January, 1817, by the Reverend Mr. 
Hargrove and the Reverend Mr. Carll, in the presence of a large 
assembly, of whom there were some members of the New Church 
from different states. Upon this occasion, one female and four 
male adults, were publicly baptized in the name of tur Lorp 
Jests Curist. On the succeeding evening, a sermon was deli- 
vered by Mr. Hargrove, to a respectable and crowded audience, 
and two male adults and two children were baptized. The cere- 
mony of consecration, accompanied by a drawing of the building, 
will appear in the Repository for April. 


—— + oe 


-Votice for a Convention. 


At a meeting of a number of members of the New Church, from 
different parts of the United States, held in Philadelphia, on 
Wednesday, the first of January, 1817, the Rev. Mr. Hargrove 
in the chair, it was 

Resolved unanimously, ‘That a convention, of the receivers of 
the doctrines of the New Jerusalem Church, throughout the 
United States, who may find it convenient to attend, be held at 
the New Jerusalem Temple, in the city of Philadelphia, on As- 
cension day ensuing, which will be on the 15th day of May, 1817, 
at 9 o’clock, A. M. for the purpose of consulting upon the general 
concerns of the church, and that notice thereof be inserted in the 
first number of the Repository. | ; 
CONDY RAGUET, Secretary. 

Election of Society Officers. 

At the second annual election for officers of «* The American 
Society for disseminating the Doctrines of the New Jerusalem 
Church,” held on the first of January, 1817, the following gentle- 
men were unanimously re-elected : 


JONATHAN W. CONDY, President. 
WILLIAM SCHLATTER, Vice-President. 
DANIEL THUUN, Treasurer. 

WILLIAM KNEASS, Secretary. 

CONDY RAGUET, Corresponding Secretary. 














